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ADDRESS 


TO  THE  MEMBERS  OE  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION  THROUGHOUT  THE 
STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  passed  at  its  annual  session  at  Philadelphia,  in  April, 
1850,  the  officers  of  the  Society  were  directed  to  repeat  the  ap¬ 
peal  made  last  year  to  the  profession,  calling  their  earnest  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  importance  of  the  present  organization.  In  performing 
this  duty,  we  feel  that  we  cannot  too  strongly  urge  upon  your 
notice,  a  subject  that  appeals  at  once  to  your  best  interests,  your 
professional  pride,  and  a  proper  sense  of  what  is  due  both  to  the 
profession  and  the  public. 

It  is  evident  that  the  late  meeting  of  the  Society,  although  re¬ 
spectable  in  numbers  as  well  as  character,  did  not  meet  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  its  friends.  While  we  express  our  gratification  at 
the  urbane  and  gentlemanly  deportment  and  good  feeling  of  the 
delegates  in  attendance,  we  cannot  but  regret  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  State  was  entirely  unrepresented,  and  are  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  the  apathy  of  the  great  body  of  medical  practition¬ 
ers  throughout  the  State.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Society  at 
Lancaster,  April,  1848,  there  were  twelve  counties  represented, 
and,  at  the  meeting  at  Reading,  in  1849,  but  ten.  This  falling  off 
was  more  apparent  than  real,  inasmuch  as  all  medical  associa¬ 
tions  were  permitted  to  send  delegates  to  the  former  meeting, 
while  only  the  representatives  of  approved  County  Societies  were 
received  at  the  latter.  At  the  late  meeting,  there  were  received 
the  credentials  of  delegates  from  fourteen  counties.  This  is  an 
encouraging  increase,  but  still  it  is  undeniable  that  there  is  not 
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enough  interest  manifested  in  the  Society  to  ensure  its  continued 
prosperity  and  usefulness.  It  is  on  this  account  that  we  address 
you.  We  would  ask  every  physician  who  has  the  honor  and 
welfare  of  his  profession  at  heart ;  will  you  not  do  your  part  in 
sustaining  its  honor  and  promoting  its  welfare  ?  Shall  this  Soci¬ 
ety,  so  long  desired  and  contended  for,  be  allowed  to  fail,  from 
your  neglect  or  remissness?  Shall  not  the  profession  be  organ¬ 
ized  for  the  protection  of  its  own  interests  ?  Shall  the  foundation 
laid  under  such  auspicious  circumstances  crumble  into  ruins, 
without  an  effort  to  raise  upon  it  a  superstructure  befitting  the 
magnitude  of  the  cause? 

The  importance  of  a  thorough  organization  of  the  medical 
profession  was  never  more  manifest,  nor  more  universally  recog¬ 
nised,  than  at  present.  Efforts  at  such  organization,  for  the  most 
part  successful,  are  making  in  almost  every  State,  and  in  the 
Union  at  large,  through  the  American  Medical  Association. 
Nothing  but  this  will  preserve  the  character  of  the  profession, 
improve  its  education,  and  elevate  its  ethical  standard.  No¬ 
thing  but  this  will  serve  to  draw  the  line  of  demarcation  between 
the  physician  and  the  quack,  and  save  us  from  being  confounded, 
in  the  popular  estimation,  with  the  ignorant  pretenders  whom  no 
law  prevents  from  assuming  the  titles  of  the  profession  as  a  cloak 
for  the  vilest  charlatanism.  Our  Society  has  wisely  resolved  not 
to  appeal  to  the  legislature  for  its  protection  or  encouragement. 
The  remedy  is  in  ourselves.  We  have  but  to  unite  the  profession 
in  one  body,  to  labor  for  its  advancement  in  learning  and  skill, 
to  cheer  and  encourage  by  friendly  association  every  honorable 
physician,  and  to  exclude  utterly  from  professional  intercourse  all 
empirical  and  irregular  practitioners.  When  we  thus  respect  our¬ 
selves  and  our  common  art,  an  enlightened  public  opinion  will 
soon  be  enabled  to  perceive  the  fact,  and  to  respect  us  for  it. 

That  this  object  can  be  attained  in  the  manner  proposed,  we 
have  no  doubt.  The  tendency  of  the  age  is  to  associated  effort. 
The  members  of  every  profession  and  calling,  the  participants  in 
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every  interest,  and  the  advocates  of  every  form  of  opinion,  are 
forming  associations  for  the  advancement  of  their  particular  in¬ 
terests.  Shall  it  be  said  that  the  medical  profession  alone,  is  too 
indifferent  to  its  own  interests  and  the  great  cause  of  humanity, 
or  is  composed  of  such  mutually  repulsive  materials  as  to  refuse 
to  follow  this  praiseworthy  example?  We  know  too  well  the 
characteristic  liberality  of  our  profession  to  believe  this,  or  to 
doubt  for  a  moment  the  result  of  an  appeal  to  the  better  feelings 
of  its  members.  There  is  no  body  of  men  in  the  world  who  sac¬ 
rifice  more  on  the  altar  of  benevolence.  There  are  none  who 
kneel  more  devoutly  at  the  shrine  of  science.  There  are  none 
more  ready  to  yield  their  immediate  and  individual  interests  to 
the  general  good,  and  the  ultimate  promotion  of  the  cause  of  sci¬ 
ence  and  philanthropy.  All  that  is  wanted  is  determined  effort. 
Let  that  be  made,  and  the  result  will  inevitably  be  entire  success. 

We  would  most  earnestly  urge  upon  you  the  necessity  of  an 
immediate  effort  to  organize  a  Medical  Society  in  every  county 
throughout  the  State.  It  can  be  done,  and  therefore  should  be 
done  without  delay.  You  may  rest  assured  that  its  beneficial 
consequences  will  not  be  confined  to  a  remote  and  tardy  general 
elevation  of  the  profession.  They  will  be  felt  by  all  of  you  at 
home,  and  that  immediately.  One  of  the  principal  wants  of  medi¬ 
cal  men  in  the  country,  is  a  more  free  and  extended  professional 
intercourse.  The  formation  of  a  Medical  Society  will  lead  to 
more  frequent  intercourse,  and  more  friendly  relations  among 
medical  men.  They  will  come  to  understand  each  other  better, 
and  will  be  freed  from  that  spirit  of  jealousy  and  ungenerous 
rivalry  which,  unfortunately,  too  often  embitters  their  feelings 
and  causes  the  scandal  of  the  entire  profession.  Such  societies 
also  improve  the  state  of  medical  knowledge,  by  affording  an 
opportunity  for  a  frequent  interchange  of  opinion  and  comparison 
of  observations.  They  give  the  means  of  obtaining  reliable  re¬ 
sults  in  regard  to  the  character  and  course  of  epidemic  and 
endemic  diseases,  and  offer  an  opportunity  of  improving  public 
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Hygiene  which  no  isolated  practitioner  can  possibly  have.  The 
profession  derives  from  them  strength,  not  only  collectively,  but 
new  strength  for  its  individual  members,  such  as  the  public  will 
not  be  slow  to  perceive. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  the  present  year  will  not  be  allowed  to 
pass  over,  without  the  effort  in  question  being  made.  Let  no 
man  content  himself  in  idleness  with  the  reflection  that  it  is  not 
his  business.  It  is  the  business  of  every  member  of  the  profession, 
and  in  each  county  where  the  effort  is  not  made,  every  physician 
is  alike  responsible.  The  next  meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  held 
in  Philadelphia,  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  1851.  There  is 
no  reason  why  every  county  in  the  State  should  not  be  repre¬ 
sented  there.  It  is  the  earnest  desire  and  hope  of  those  who  have 
thus  far  labored  in  the  Society,  that  they  should  then  meet  with  a 
delegation  which,  in  numbers  as  well  as  in  all  other  respects,  shall 
be  worthy  the  cause,  worthy  the  most  ennobling  and  philanthro¬ 
pic  of  human  pursuits,  and  worthy  that  science  which  is  incalcu¬ 
lably  the  most  useful,  as  it  is  among  the  most  profound. 


W  ilmer  Worthington,  M.  D.,  President. 


Henry  S.  Patterson,  M.  D., 
J.  Augustus  Ehler,  M.  D., 


Recording  Secretaries. 


MINUTES  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


JtitMml  Inrirti)  of  tljt  $tntc  of  ^ransijluaniu. 

AT  ITS  ANNUAL  SESSION, 


Philadelphia,  April,  1850, 


Philadelphia,  April  17/A,  1850. 


The  Society  met  in  the  Chamber  of  the  Controllers  of  Public 
Schools,  in  the  Athaeneum  building,  Sixth  Street,  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  pursuant  to  public  notice,  and  was  called  to  order,  by 
Wilmer  Worthington,  M.  D.  Vice  President,  at  11?  o’clock, 
A.  M. 

The  Recording  Secretaries  reported  the  credentials  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  delegates : — 


f  Drs.  *J.  Brooks, 


Alleghany  County. 


*T.  McLennan, 

♦William  McK.  Morgan, 
♦‘Robert  Snyder. 


f  Drs.  W illiam  Gries, 


Berks  County. 


Edward  Wallace, 

D.  Llewellyn  Beaver, 


Blair  County. 


Drs.  John  D.  Ross, 

^Aristide  Rodrigue. 


Note. — Those  marked  thus  *  were  not  present  at  the  meeting. 
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Bucks  County . 


Chester  County , 


Erie  County. 


Huntingdon  County. 


Lancaster  County. 


Drs.  #Phineas  Jenks, 

*W illiam  M.  Mann, 
*0.  P.  James, 

^Samuel  Thompson, 
Thomas  L.  Allen, 
Edward  Ely, 

Cornelius  S.  Baker, 4 
Charles  Foulke, 
*Ralph  Lee. 

Drs.  *B.  Fussel, 

C.  W.  Parish, 

Wilmer  Worthington, 
*J.  Thomas, 

^  TW.  D.  Hartman, 

^Joseph  Hickman, 

W.  W.  Townsend, 
Reuben  H.  Smith, 

Isaac  R.  Walker, 

^  Samuel  H.  Harry. 

f  Drs.  *William  Wood, 

*>F.  W.  Miller, 

I  *C.  F.  Perkins. 


(  Drs.  John  McCulloch, 

(  J.  Bernard  Luden. 

Drs.  Samuel  Humes, 

Samuel  Duffield, 
John  L.  Atlee, 
Patrick  Cassidy, 
*PIarmany  A.  Smith, 
George  B.  Kerfoot, 

<  w  ILLIAM  S.  McCORKLE, 

J.  Augustus  Ehler, 
*Jacob  L.  Ziegler, 
Joseph  Gibbons, 

Henry  Carpenter, 
Thomas  Fllmaker, 

*C.  Orrick  Richards. 
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Mercer  County. 


^  Dr.  John  T.  Ray. 


Montgomery  County. 


Drs.  John  L.  Foulke,  - 

Washington  G.  Nugent, 
John  Schrack, 

Hiram  Corson, 

W illiam  Corson, 

.  C.  Fronefield. 


Northampton  County. 


f  Drs.  Charles  Innes, 

S.  Morton  Zulick, 

N  Traill  Green, 

Hugh  H.  Abernethy, 
(  F.  Hollingshead. 


r  Drs.  Washington  L.  Atlee, 

John  Bell, 

Thomas  F.  Betton, 

Henry  Bond, 

D.  Francis  Condie, 

Governeur  Emerson, 

George  Fox, 

Henry  Gibbons, 

Edward  Hallowell, 

Isaac  Hays, 

A.  Helffenstein, 

Hugh  L.  Hodge, 

Philadelphia  County.  ^Benjamin  S.  Janney, 

Samuel  Jackson,  (Professor.) 
Samuel  Jackson, 

[Late  of  Northumberland.) 

Wilson  Jewell, 

Joseph  Klapp, 

William  H.  Klapp, 

John  D.  Logan, 

*  William  Maybury, 

J.  Forsyth  Meigs, 

John  Neill, 

George  W.  Norris, 

William  Byrd  Page. 
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Philadelphia  County. 


f  Drs.  Isaac  Parrish, 

Henry  S.  Patterson, 
W  illiam  Pepper, 
John  M.  Pitch, 

Mark  M.  Reeve, 
Alfred  Stille, 
Francis  West, 
George  B.  Wood, 
Joseph  Warrington, 
Thomas  H.  Yardley. 


Schuylkill  County. 


(  Drs.  Samuel  H.  Shannon, 
J  *  John  G.  Koehler, 

Lewis  Royer, 

James  S.  Carpenter. 


Susquehanna  County. 


B.  Richardson, 
*E.  Patrick, 
*G.  Z.  Dimock. 


On  motion  of  Dr.  Isaac  Hays,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
examine  and  verify  the  credentials  of  the  delegates. 

The  Chair  appointed  Drs  F.  West,  J.  L.  Atlee,  and  IIiram 

Corson. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  moved  that  gentlemen  present  from  Counties 
in  which  there  are  no  organized  Medical  Societies,  be  invited  to 
take  seats  in  this  Society  and  participate  in  its  proceedings. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  lost. 

Dr.  M.  M.  Reeve  offered  the  following  which  was  adopted  : — 

Resolved.  That  all  associate  members,  now  present,  who  have 
heretofore  acted  as  delegates,  be  admitted  to  seats  in  this  meeting. 

Dr.  .T.  L.  Atlee  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  all  medical  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and 
medical  gentlemen  from  other  States  at  present  in  the  City,  be 
admitted  to  seats  in  this  meeting. 

The  President,  Professor  Samuel  Jackson,  took  the  chair,  and 
delivered  an  address  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
Society  at  its  last  Session. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Kerfoot,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  warm  thanks  of  the  Society  be  tendered  to 
Professor  Samuel  Jackson  for  his  very  appropriate  and  profound 
address,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  same 
to  be  published  with  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  reported  them  all  correct  as 
submitted. 

A  communication  was  presented,  purporting  to  be  the  Creden¬ 
tials  of  Delegates  from  the  “  Medico-Chirurgical  Society  ot 
Philadelphia:”  whereupon  the  President  decided  that  the  paper  in 
question  could  not  be  received. 

The  roll  of  Delegates  was  then  called,  and  sixty  members 
appeared. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Condie,  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting  was  dispensed  with. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Fox  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  be  assessed  $1.00  each,  to  defray 
the  expense  of  printing  the  proceedings. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hays,  the  following  was  unanimously  adopted 
as  an  amendment  to  Sec.  2,  of  Art.  3,  of  Constitution: — “and  to  them 
shall  be  entrusted  the  management  of  the  business  and  affairs  of 
the  Society.” 

Dr.  Hays  offered  the  following  as  an  additional  Section  to 

Article  III. 

“Associates  shall  have  the  privilege  of  attending  the  meetings 
of  the  State  Society,  and  of  participating  in  discussions,  when 
especially  invited  so  to  do,  but  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote.” 

After  considerable  debate,  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Dr.  Condie  moved  that  Section  5,  of  Article  III,  be  amended 
by  adding  the  words: — “and  shall  not  have  any  light  to  vote.” 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Condie  it  was  resolved,  that  when  we  adjourn, 
we  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  President  submitted  the  following  resolutions,  which,  on 
motion  of  Dr.  II.  Carpenter  were  unanimously  adopted. 
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Resolved,  That  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania, 
cannot  regard  with  indifference  the  condition  and  position  assigned 
to  members  of  the  profession  who  are  included  in  the  Military 
Organizations  of  the  Country,  and  therefore  regard  with  satisfac¬ 
tion  the  law  which  confirms  the  assimilated  rank  of  medical 
officers  in  the  Army,  previously  conferred  by  the  regulations  of 
the  War  Department. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania,  approve  of  the  General  Order  issued  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy,  August  31st,  1846,  which  assigns  to  medical 
officers  in  the  Navy  an  assimilated  rank;  and  that  their  influence 
will  be  used  to  sustain  their  Naval  brethren  in  a  position  alike  due 
to  them  and  the  profession  of  which  they  are  members. 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  medical  officers  of  the  Army  have 
been  assigned  an  assimilated  rank  by  law,  it  is  right  and  proper, 
that  medical  officers  of  the  Navy  should  also  be  assigned  a  definite 
rank  by  act  of  Congress,  and  this  body  therefore  respectfully  and 
earnestly  invites  the  attention  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  to  the  subject 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the 
Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the  Navy,  through  the  Chiefs  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  each  service,  and  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Military  and  Naval  Committees,  in  each  House  in  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  West,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  the 
afternoon  at  four  o’clock. 


Jlpril  17 til,  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  ;  and  the  roll  being 
called,  fifty-three  members  appeared. 

Dr.  B.  Richardson  of  Susquehanna  County,  submitted  the  Cre¬ 
dentials  of  the  Delegates  of  the  Medical  Society  of  that  County. 

Dr.  Hays  stated  that  the  Constitution  of  that  Society  had  not 
been  submitted  to  the  State  Censors  for  approval. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hays,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  from  the  Susquehanna  County 
Medical  Society,  be  admitted  conditionally,  until  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  their  Constitution  by  the  Censors. 
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Dr.  Isaac  Parrish  moved  the  following,  which  was  adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  County  Medical  Societies 
throughout  the  State,  be  called  to  the  importance  of  furnishing 
reports  on  the  state  of  health,  the  Medical  Topography,  the  occur¬ 
rence  and  progress  of  contagious  and  epidemic  disorders  with¬ 
in  their  respective  limits,  and  such  other  medical  intelligence  as 
may  be  of  importance  to  the  State  Society. 

Dr.  H.  Gibbons  moved,  That  a  standing  committee  of  five  mem¬ 
bers  be  appointed  to  receive  the  annual  reports  from  the  County 
Societies,  and  present  them  to  the  State  Society. 

Dr.  Condie  moved,  to  add  the  words: — “accompanied  with  such 
remarks  as  they  may  deem  interesting.” 

Dr.  Jewell  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table,  which 
motion  was  lost.  The  amendment  of  Dr.  Condie  was  then  adopt¬ 
ed,  and  on  the  question  being  taken,  the  Resolution  was  adopted 
as  amended. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Emerson,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  County  Societies  be  requested  to  send  in 
their  reports,  in  accordance  with  the  above  Resolution,  in  the 
month  of  January  of  each  year. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  Isaac  Parrish,  D.  F.  Condie,  A. 
Stille,  H.  S.  Patterson,  and  W.  Worthington  said  Committee. 

Dr.  John  L.  Atlee  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : — 

Whereas,  Since  the  last  meeting  of  this  Society,  it  has  pleased 
Divine  Providence  to  remove  from  the  sphere  of  his  professional 
usefulness,  one  of  our  Vice  Presidents,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Matthews 
of  Bucks  County.  Be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  has  heard,  with  profound  regret,  of 
the  decease  of  our  late  Vice  President  and  fellow-member,  Dr. 
Charles  H.  Matthews,  whose  zeal  for  the  advancement  of 
medical  science,  gentlemanly  deportment,  and  high  character,  both 
as  a  man  and  physician,  commanded  our  admiration  and  esteem. 

Resolved,  That,  as  a  testimony  of  the  respect  which  we  enter¬ 
tain  for  his  memory,  these  proceedings  be  entered  upon  the  min¬ 
utes,  and  communicated  to  his  family  by  the  President  of  this 
Society. 
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The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  a  report  from  the  Erie 
County  Medical  Society,  which  was  read;  when,  on  motion  of  Dr. 
IT.  C  'arpenter,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  has  heard  with  great  pleasure  the 
report  of  the  Erie  County  Medical  Society,  and  that  it  be  tiled  in 
the  archives  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Stille,  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  County  Societies  be  requested,  at  the  earliest 
possible  day,  to  procure  an  enumeration  of  the  regular  medical 
practitioners  within  their  limits  :  distinguishing  between  those  who 
are  graduates  of  medical  schools,  and  those  who  practice  medi¬ 
cine  but  who  are  not  graduates;  and  to  state  also  the  number  of 
irregular  practitioners,  distinguishing  among  the  adherents  of  the 
several  false  systems  which  prevail. 

Dr.  Emerson  submitted  the  following,  which  was  lost: 

Resolved,  That  the  Censors  of  the  several  districts  be  requested 
to  correspond  with  Physicians  in  Counties  where  no  Medical 
Societies  exist,  soliciting  any  information  they  may  possess  in 
reference  to  the  subject  of  the  preceding  Resolutions. 

Dr.  IIays  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  County  Socie¬ 
ties  to  adopt  regulations  requiring  their  members  to  satisfy  them¬ 
selves,  either  by  personal  inquiry  or  written  certificate  of  compe¬ 
tent  persons,  before  receiving  young  men  in  their  offices  as 
students,  that  they  are  of  good  moral  character,  and  that  they 
have  acquired  a  good  English  education,  a  knowledge  of  natural 
philosophy  and  the  elementary  mathematical  sciences,  including 
geometry  and  algebra;  and  such  an  acquaintance,  at  least,  with 
the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  as  will  enable  them  to  appreciate 
the  technical  language  of  medicine,  and  read  and  write  prescrip¬ 
tions. 

And  further  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  County  Societies  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  a  member  having  students  in  his  office,  from 
time  to  time,  to  make  such  examinations  of  their  progress  as  shall 
enable  him  to  give  them  conscientious  certificates  of  their  abilities 
when  they  leave  the  office  for  the  lecture  room. 
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Dr.  C.  W.  Parish  submitted  the  following  communication  which 
was  laid  on  the  table: 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Chester  County  Medical  Society, 
held  in  November  last,  Dr.  Wilmer  Worthington,  offered  the 
following  Resolutions  which  were  adopted: 

Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  Society,  that  the  establishment  of 
a  Pathological  Department  under  the  auspicies  and  control  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  collection 
and  preservation  of  morbid  specimens,  would  be  conducive  to  the 
advancement  of  medical  science,  and  strengthen  the  ties  which 
bind  the  members  of  our  profession,  in  the  various  sections  of  the 
State. 

Resolved,  That  our  Delegates  to  the  State  Medical  Society, 
bring  the  matter  before  the  next  annual  meeting,  in  such  manner 
as  will  best  secure  their  earnest  attention  to  it :  and  if  approved 
by  them  to  ask  the  adoption  of  the  necessary  measures  to  carry  it 
speedily  into  execution. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  John  L.  Atlee  the  Society  adjourned  to 
meet  to-morrow  at  eleven  o’clock,  A.  M. 


April  18 th,  1850,  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  The  roll  being 
called,  fifty-eight,  members  appeared. 

Dr.  Zulick  moved  that  a  committee  of  one  person  from  each 
county,  from  which  a  delegation  is  present,  be  appointed  to  nomi¬ 
nate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  chair  appointed  the  following : 

Dr.  Zulick,  of  Northampton  County, 

Dr.  Gries,  of  Berks  “ 

Dr.  Ross,  of  Blair  “ 

Dr.  C.  Foulke,  of  Bucks  “ 

Dr.  Harry,  of  Chester  “ 

Dr.  McCulloch,  of  Huntingdon  “ 

Dr.  Cassidy,  of  Lancaster  “ 

Dr.  Ray,  of  Mercer  ‘C 

Dr.  Schrack,  of  Montgomery  “ 

Dr.  Hallowell,  of  Philadelphia  “ 
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Dr.  Shannon,  of  Schuylkill  County, 

Dr.  Richardson,  of  Susquehanna  “ 

Dr.  John  L.  Atlee  moved  to  strike  out  all  of  Section  1st,  of 
Article  Oth,  after  the  word  “  association”  in  the  tenth  line  from 
the  top  of  the  Article  as  printed,  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Dr.  Worthington  offered  the  following,  which  was,  after  dis¬ 
cussion,  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  is  asserted  and  confidently  believed  by  a  portion 
of  the  public,  that  it  is  the  practice  of  some  physicians  and  apo¬ 
thecaries,  to  enter  into  a  collusive  agreement,  by  which  the  for¬ 
mer  are  to  receive  a  percentage  upon  all  prescriptions  sent  to  the 
latter,  and  in  this  way  bring  dishonor  upon  the  medical  profession ; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  regards  all  collusion  between  Phy¬ 
sicians  and  Apothecaries,  whether  with  a  view  to  pecuniary  profit 
or  patronage,  as  opposed  to  every  principle  of  that  moral  code 
which  the  profession  have  adopted  for  their  government;  and  that 
no  physician  known  to  be  guilty  of  such  collusion,  should  be  enti¬ 
tled  to  the  confidence  and  professional  intercourse  of  medical  men. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  representing  this  Society  in  the 
American  Medical  Association,  be  requested  to  bring  this  subject 
before  that  body  at  its  next  annual  meeting,  and  endeavor  to  pro¬ 
cure  such  alteration  in  our  code  of  ethics  as  will  exclude  all  phy¬ 
sicians  guilty  of  such  practice,  from  medical  consultations. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Shannon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Society  now  proceed  to  select  a  place  for 
its  next  annual  meeting. 

Dr.  Fox  moved  that  the  next  annual  meeting  be  held  at  West 
Chester.  The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  lost. 

Dr.  Shannon  moved  that  the  next  annual  meeting  be  held  at 
Pottsville.  The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  lost. 

Dr.  H.  Corson  moved  that  the  next  annual  meeting  be  held  at 
Philadelphia.  The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  carried. 

Dr.  Condi e  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  1st  Section  of  Art.  7th, 
the  word  “April,”  and  insert  “  May,”  which  was_  unanimously 
adopted. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Condie,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  be  held  at  1 1  o’clock, 
A.  M.,  on  the  last  Wednesday  in  May,  1851. 

Dr.  Green  offered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

To  insert  in  Article  VI,  Section  3,  after  the  word  “  nostrums,” 
the  following:  “or  who  shall  enter  into  a  collusive  agreement 
with  an  Apothecary,  to  receive  pecuniary  compensation  or  pa¬ 
tronage  for  sending  his  prescription  to  said  Apothecary.” 

The  Treasurer,  Dr.  Fox,  reported  the  following: 

1849.  Dr. 

April  12,  To  Balance, . SCO  35 

1850. 

April  17,  To  Cash  received,  assessments  1850,  -  05  00 

$131  35 

1849.  Cr. 

April  14,  By  Cash  paid  for  a  blank  book,  -  $  2  00 

June  15,  By  Cash  paid  for  printing  Proceedings,  62  94 

' -  64  94 

1850.  - 

April  18,  Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer,  -  -  $66  41 

Dr.  Patterson,  from  the  committee  to  draft  an  Address  to  the 
profession  throughout  the  State,  reported  that  the  duty  in  question 
had  been  performed,  and  the  Address  published  with  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  late  session. 

Dr.  West  from  the  committee  on  “  The  Medical  Beneficiary 
F und,  and  Mutual  Assurance  among  Physicians,”  submitted  the 
following  report: 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  at  the  last  annual  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Society,  certain  resolutions  relating  to  the  establishment 
of  a  “Medical  Beneficial  Fund,”  and  also  to  the  subject  of  “Mu¬ 
tual  Assurance  among  Physicians,”  respectfully  report : — 

That  the  general  matter  intended  to  be  embraced  by  this  action 
of  the  Society,  viz :  the  providing  suitable  pecuniary  relief  for 
reduced  members  of  the  profession  and  their  families,  as  suggested 
in  a  communication  from  the  “  Chester  County  Medical  Society,” 
commends  itself,  as  they  conceive,  to  the  generous  sympathy  of 

every  true-hearted  medical  man. 
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Imperfectly  remunerated  for  a  large  share  of  even  his  best 
paid  services,  and  oftentimes  labouring  with  no  other  reward  than 
the  inward  consciousness  of  “  doing  good,”  the  physician  is  sel¬ 
dom  able  to  realize  from  his  practice,  more  than  a  present  com¬ 
petency,  and  this  only  so  long  as  health  and  strength  are  spared 
to  him,  with  but  little  prospect  of  accumulating  any  thing  for  him¬ 
self  and  family  in  case  of  disability,  or  of  leaving  a  suitable  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  latter  in  the  event  of  his  death.  Impressed  with 
these  views,  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  instances  of  pecu¬ 
niary  distress  or  embarrassment  do  at  times  occur  among  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  profession,  which  ought  to  be  met  and  relieved  from 
a  common  fund  held  sacred  for  that  purpose,  as  is  done  in  some 
other  places ;  and  they  would  therefore,  now  most  gladly,  if  they 
were  able  to  do  so,  present  to  the  Society  some  well  digested 
scheme  for  carrying  out  its  benevolent  intentions. 

Before  giving  their  views  in  regard  to  the  creation  of  a  strictly 
beneficial  fund,  the  committee  would  here  say  a  word  or  two 
upon  the  subject  of  mutual  assurance  among  physicians  them¬ 
selves. 

In  estimating  the  merits  of  the  two  systems  in  question,  it  should 
be  remembered  that  the  principle  of  life  and  health  insurance  is 
essentially  different  from  that  of  a  beneficial  society ;  the  former 
being  merely  provident ,  and  so  far,  selfish  in  its  character,  whilst 
the  latter  is  really  benevolent  and  charitable,  exhibiting  itself  in 
good  deeds  to  others.  It  was  in  the  latter  spirit  that  this  move¬ 
ment  of  the  Society  originated ;  the  intention  being  to  secure  the 
benefactions  of  such  members  as  were  willing  and  able  to  give 
in  behalf  of  their  needy  brethren  or  their  families,  without  any 
immediate  expectation  of  benefiting  themselves.  Such  a  view 
is  evidently  inconsistent  with  the  plan  of  life  insurance  proper ; 
since  according  to  this  latter,  it  is  only  they  who  set  aside,  or  in 
fact  invest  a  portion  of  their  present  means,  that  become  entitled 
to  future  benefit,  leaving  others  who  are  less  provident,  or  it  may 
be,  unable  thus  to  lay  aside  any  thing,  in  nowise  profited  on  the 
event  of  themselves  or  their  families  being  overtaken  by  misfor¬ 
tune. 

It  should  be  remembered,  too,  in  this  connexion,  that  to  the  phy¬ 
sician  as  well  as  to  any  other  individual,  whose  maintenance  of 
himself  and  family  is  entirely  dependant  upon  the  uncertain  con- 
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§ 


tinuance  of  health  and  life,  the  opportunity  is  always  afforded  of 
insuring  either  of  these,  if  he  so  please,  in  some  regularly  estab¬ 
lished  life  and  health  insurance  office ;  and  why,  therefore,  the 
committee  would  ask,  should  this  Society  attempt  the  task  of 
keeping  up  within  the  limited  circle  of  its  own  members,  or  even 
of  the  profession  generally  throughout  the  State,  a  peculiar  organ¬ 
ization,  such  as  would  unavoidably  be  demanded,  if  the  principle 
of  insurance,  not  that  of  charity  be  adopted;  since  without  such 
an  arrangement,  the  business  details  incident  to  life  insurance 
could  not  possibly  be  duly  managed.  With  this  expression  of 
their  views  against  any  plan  of  life  insurance,  the  committee 
would  now  proceed  to  the  question  of  the  establishment  of  a 
strictly  beneficial  fund,  which  they  deem  to  be  the  most  import¬ 
ant  matter  for  the  action  of  the  Society. 

The  several  resolutions  upon  this  subject,  contemplate  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  a  general  fund  of  this  kind,  to  be  managed  by  certain 
officers  of  the  Society,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receive  and  hold 
whatever  moneys  may  be  contributed  for  the  purpose,  and  appro¬ 
priately  to  dispense  them  as  occasion  may  demand. 

So  far  as  the  mere  collection  and  investment  of  such  a  fund  are 
concerned,  it  might  be  perfectly  possible  and  convenient  for  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Society,  for  example,  to  act  as  the  receiver  of 
the  bounty  of  the  profession,  and  to  hold  it  in  trust  for  the  object 
specified ;  but  it  would  not  be  equally  easy  or  practicable,  the 
committee  conceive,  for  him  to  discharge  the  opposite  duty  of 
distribution,  when  appeals  for  help  shall  be  made  to  the  Society, 
and  it  shall  accordingly  be  called  upon  to  act  the  part  of  almoner. 
How  then,  is  this  Society  or  its  agents  to  judge  properly  of  the 
character  or  worthiness  of  applications  made  to  them,  or  so  to 
graduate  the  amount  of  its  donations,  that  equal  justice  may  be 
done  both  to  the  benefactor  and  the  beneficiary. 

Serious  difficulties  thus  present  themselves  to  the  adoption  of 
any  such  general  plan  of  charity  as  seems  to  be  contemplated  by 
the  resolutions,  viz :  the  comprehension  of  the  whole  State  within 
the  sphere  of  operation  of  any  one  central  board  of  direction. 

The  State  is  at  present  so  imperfectly  organized,  many  counties, 
indeed  a  large  majority  of  them  not  having  yet  united  themselves 
to  this  body  through  the  medium  of  local  or  County  Societies,  to 
render  it  possible  for  this  Society,  or  any  persons  delegated  by  it, 


to  possess  that  thorough  cognizance  of  the  profession  everywhere 
throughout  the  State,  which  would  enable  it  faithfully  to  discharge 
towards  all  parties,  the  difficult  and  undeniably  delicate  offices  of 
charity. 

After  giving  the  matter,  therefore,  their  careful  consideration, 
the  Committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  altogether 
inexpedient  for  this  Society  to  entertain  at  all  the  project  of  life 
insurance  among  its  own  members,  or  the  profession  generally,  or 
even  if  the  scheme  of  a  beneficial  society  be  determined  upon,  to 
attempt  to  embrace  the  whole  State  within  the  operation  of  a  sin¬ 
gle  organization  of  this  kind,  to  be  managed  entirely  by  this  body. 

The  wiser  plan  to  be  pursued,  on  the  contrary,  would  seem  to 
be  simply  to  express  its  opinion  strongly  in  favor  of  the  beneficial 
principle,  and  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  each  County  faithfully 
following  it  out  by  establishing  within  its  own  border,  a  fund  for 
the  purpose  ;  leaving  the  plan,  &c.,  to  the  judgment  of  the  County 
Society,  the  members  of  which,  undoubtedly,  will  be  best  able  to 
appreciate  the  claims  of  such  of  their  professional  brethren  or 
their  families,  living  in  their  midst,  as  may  be  obliged  at  any  time 
to  make  application  for  relief. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  would  offer  the  following  resolu¬ 
tions  : — 

Resolved ,  That  this  Society,  fully  recognises  and  appreciates 
the  general  obligation  resting  upon  the  profession  not  only  to  ex¬ 
tend  its  sympathy,  but  also  to  furnish  such  substantial  aid,  as  may 
be  required  by  its  members,  when  disease  or  accident  shall  unfor¬ 
tunately  have  disqualified  them  from  attending  to  their  professional 
duties,  and  placed  them  and  their  families  in  circumstances  of 
peculiar  helplessness. 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  approves  and  commends  the  spirit 
of  medical  beneficial  societies,  deeming  it  more  consistent  with 
that  generous  action  which  should  always  follow  charitable 
professions  than  the  principle  merely  of  ordinary  life  and  health 
insurance,  which  is  rather  providential  than  benevolent  in  its 
character. 

Resolved,  That  whilst  duly  appreciating  the  catholic  spirit  of  the 
resolutions,  intended  as  they  are  to  awaken  and  keep  alive,  every¬ 
where  throughout  the  State,  a  generous  sympathy  among  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  common  profession,  this  Society  believes  that  the  main 
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object  in  view  will  be  more  effectually  attained  by  appropriate 
action  on  the  part  of  the  different  local  or  county  societies  them¬ 
selves,  than  by  the  adoption  of  any  general  or  central  organization 
of  this  body  designed  to  operate  throughout  the  whole  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  subject  be  referred  to  the  different 
County  Societies,  with  an  earnest  recommendation  from  this  body 
that  they  take  immediate  action  in  the  premises  and  report  the  re¬ 
sult  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Signed, 

-  Francis  West, 

Geo.  B.  Wood, 

Jno.  L.  Atlee, 

H.  S.  Patterson, 

Samuel  Jackson. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kerfoot,  the  report  was  accepted  and  the 
resolutions  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hays,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  the 
afternoon  at  four  o’clock. 


April  18 th,  1850,  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  The  roll  being 
called  fifty-two  members  appeared. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Patterson,  the  communication  from  the 
Chester  County  Medical  Society,  laid  upon  the  table  at  the  session 
of  yesterday,  was  taken  up ;  when 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kerfoot,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  communication  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  five  to  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  John  L.  Atlee,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  just  passed  be  reconsidered. 

Dr.  Condie,  moved  that  the  resolution  of  Dr.  Kerfoot  be  laid 
on  the  table.  The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  resolution  of  Dr.  Kerfoot,  was  then  adopted. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  Kerfoot,  Worthington,  West, 
Hays  and  Zulick. 

Dr.  Worthington,  from  the  Committee  on  Registration  of  Births, 
Deaths,  &c.,  made  a  verbal  report,  accompanied  with  the  draft  of 
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a  Bill,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Township  Assessors,  to  collect 
the  said  information. 

Dr.  Ray  moved  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Registration  be  continued, 
with  instructions  to  continue  their  investigation,  and,  if  they  think 
it  expedient,  to  urge  upon  the  next  Legislature,  the  passage  of  the 
Bill  as  reported  by  them,  or  with  any  amendment  they  deem 
proper. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wood,  Drs.  G.  Emerson  and  D.  F.  Condie 
were  added  to  the  Committee. 


On  motion  of  Dr.  Yardley  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegation  from  each  County  be  requested 
to  nominate  one  or  more  as  members  of  this  Committee,  where¬ 
upon  the  following  were  named  : — 

Berks  County,  Drs.  E.  Wallace,  and  William  Gries. 

Blair  “  Dr.  J.  D.  Ross. 

Bucks  “  Dr.  C.  Foulee. 

Chester  “  Drs.  C.  W.  Parish,  and  Isaac  Thomas. 

Huntingdon  “  Dr.  J.  McCulloch. 

Lancaster  “  Dr.  S.  Humes,  H.  Carpenter,  S.  Duffield. 

Mercer  “  Dr.  J.  T.  Ray. 

Mont’y  “  Dr.  j.  L.  Foulke. 

Northmpt’n  “  Drs.  R.  E.  James,  and  T.  Green. 

Philadelphia  “  L>rs.  I.  Parrish,  and  F.  West. 

Schuylkill  “  Dr.  S.  H.  Shannon. 

Susquehanna  “  Dr.  B.  Richardson. 

The  President,  Dr.  Jackson,  made  a  verbal  report  on  behalf  of 
the  Committee  on  Small  Pox,  accompanied  by  documents  on  the 
subject. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jewell,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted,  and  that  Dr.  Jackson  be 
requested  to  put  it  in  form  for  publication,  with  the  minutes. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Condie,  it  was 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  be  continued,  and  be  empowered 
to  fill  any  vacancy  that  may  occur  in  their  number. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Fox,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Nomination  of  Officers,  be 
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instructed  to  report  the  names  of  persons  to  represent  the  Society 
in  the  National  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Kerfoot  offered  the  following  : — 

Resolved,  That  clergymen  who  sign  certificates  advocating  or 
recommending  secret  remedies  for  the  cure  of  disease,  are  guilty 
of  a  moral  wrong,  and  aid  in  the  violation  of  the  true  principles 
of  open  benevolence  and  Christian  duty,  and  should  not  have  the 
ready  and  gratuitous  medical  services  heretofore  extended  by  the 
profession. 

Dr.  H.  Gibbons,  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  “  and  should  not 
have  the  ready  &c.” 

Dr.  Wood,  moved  to  postpone  the  subject  indefinitely,  which 
was  adopted. 

Dr.  Zulick,  cn  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Nomination  of  Offi¬ 
cers  for  the  ensuing  year,  reported  as  follows  : — 

President. 

Dr.  Wilmer  Worthington,  of  Chester  County. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Dr.  William  Gries,  Berks  County. 

J.  T.  Allen,  Bucks  “ 

Charles  Innes,  Northampton  “ 

J.  B.  Luden,  Huntingdon  “ 

Recording  Secretaries. 

Dr.  Henry  S.  Patterson,  Philadelphia  County. 

J.  Augustus  Ehler,  Lancaster  “ 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

Dr.  Isaac  Hays,  Philadelphia  County. 

Treasurer. 

Dr.  George  Fox,  Philadelphia  County. 

Censors. — First  and  Second  Districts. 

Dr.  F.  A.  Muhlenburg,  Lancaster  County. 

Geo.  W.  Norris,  Philadelphia  “ 

W.  Worthington,  Chester  “ 

J.  S.  Carpenter,  Schuylkill  “ 

Hiram  Corson,  Montgomery  “ 
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Censors _ Third  and  Fourth  Districts. 

Dr.  Thomas  Wood,  Lycoming  County. 
Thomas  Rankin,  “  “ 

Asher  Davidson,  “  “ 

W.  M’Ilvaine,  York  “ 

T.  S.  Haller,  “  “ 

Fifth  and  Sixth  Districts. 

Dr.  J.  P.  Gazzam,  Alleghany  County. 

W.  Addison,  “  “ 

G.  D.  Bruce,  “  “ 

J.  Brooks,  “  “ 

R.  B.  Mowry,  “  “ 


Delegates  to  the  National  Medical  Association  for  1850. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Norris,  Philadelphia  County. 

J.  H.  Yardley,  “  “ 

F.  S.  Burrows,  Lancaster  “ 

G.  B.  Wood,  Philadelphia  “ 

T.  F.  Betton,  “  “ 

Edward  Ely,  Bucks  “ 

Delegates  to  the  National  Medical  Association  for  1851. 

Prof.  Samuel  Jackson,  Philadelphia  County.  * 

Dr.  G  Ieorge  B.  Kerfoot,  Lancaster  “ 

H.  H.  Abernethy,  Northampton  “ 

W.  Worthington,  Chester  “ 

J.  McCulloc'ii,  Huntingdon  “ 

P.  F.  Nagle,  Berks  “ 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stille,  the  report  was  accepted,  and  the 
nominations  confirmed. 

Dr.  West  offered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  are  hereby  tendered 
to  the  Board  of  Controllers  of  the  Public  Schools  for  the  liberal 
grant  of  their  Chamber  for  the  use  of  the  Society  during  the  pre¬ 
sent  session,  and  also  to  the  Directors  of  the  Philadelphia  Athe¬ 
naeum  for  their  kindness  in  supplying  a  room  for  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  its  different  committees. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Zulick,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  to¬ 
morrow  at  10  A.  M. 
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April  19 til,  11  o’clock,  A.  M,  1850. 

The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  1 1  o’clock,  A.  M. 

The  roll  being  called,  thirty-five  members  appeared. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Smith  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  on  mo¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  was  laid  on  the  table : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  medical  societies  should  with¬ 
hold  their  prescriptions,  and  cease  to  patronize  apothecaries  who 
act  as  agents,  or  are  in  any  way  interested  in  the  sale  of  secret 
preparations  for  the  cure  of  diseases. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Kerfoot,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  President  elect  be  requested  to  deliver  an 
address  at  the  opening  of  the  next  session. 

Dr.  H.  Carpenter  offered  the  following,  which  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  one  of  the  chief  objects  in  the  formation  of  the  State 
Medical  Society,  was  to  effect  a  full  and  complete  organization 
of  the  profession  within  its  limits,  whereby  its  interests  and  use¬ 
fulness  would  be  more  fully  extended  amongst  its  members  and 
the  public  generally ;  it  is  consequently  of  much  importance  to 
effectually  arouse  the  attention  of  the  profession  in  counties  yet 
unorganized,  so  as  to  induce  them  to  take  such  action  as  will 
early  effect  the  desired  object ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  requested  to 
ascertain  the  names  of  one  or  more  physicians  in  such  counties, 
and  send  them  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  with 
an  urgent  request  to  take  the  necessary  means  to  insure  their  re¬ 
presentation  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hays,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Recording  Secretaries  be  directed  to  pub¬ 
lish  the  Proceedings  of  this  meeting,  with  the  Address  of  Professor 
Jackson,  the  Constitution  of  the  Society,  and  the  Address  appended 
to  the  Proceedings  of  last  year. 

Dr.  Kerfoot  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  County  Societies  be  requested  to  publish  an¬ 
nually,  before  the  session  of  the  State  Society,  in  the  newspapers 
of  their  respective  counties,  a  list  of  their  members,  and  to  for¬ 
ward  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Ray,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  vote  fixing  the  next  meeting  at  Philadelphia, 
be  re-considered. 

Dr.  Kerfoot  moved  to  strike  out  “  Philadelphia”  in  the  original 
resolution,  and  insert  “  Hollidaysburg which  was  lost. 

Dr.  Humes  moved  to  strike  out  “Philadelphia,”  and  insert  “Bed¬ 
ford  which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hays,  the  original  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Dr.  H.  Carpenter  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  presented  to  the 
delegation  from  Philadelphia  County,  for  the  comfortable  arrange¬ 
ments  provided  for  its  meeting,  as  well  as  the  hospitality  and  kind¬ 
ness  extended  by  its  members. 

Dr.  W  ortiiington  took  his  seat  as  President,  and  delivered  the 
following  remarks,  which,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Kerfoot,  were  ordered 
to  be  entered  on  the  minutes : 

“  Gentlemen, — 

“  In  entering  upon  the  duties  which  you  have  entrusted  to  me 
during  the  coming  year,  I  feel  sensible  of  the  spirit  of  kindness 
and  regard  which  prompted  your  choice,  and  I  could  not  allow 
the  occasion  to  pass,  without  giving  some  expression,  however 
feeble  it  may  be,  to  the  grateful  emotions  you  have  excited  in  my 
breast,  by  raising  me  to  the  highest  office  in  your  gift. 

“  Remembering  the  high  rank  and  distinguished  professional 
attainments  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  sta¬ 
tion,  and  the  important  objects,  at  the  consummation  of  which 
this  Society  aims,  it  would  indeed  be  strange,  were  I  not  deeply 
moved  by  this  manifestation  of  your  esteem. 

“  This  is  the  third  time  our  profession  has  assembled  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  under  its  present  organization,  and  while 
we  are  gratified  in  believing  that  much  good  has  already  been 
attained  through  these  efforts,  we  hope  for  still  greater  benefits. 
Let  our  zeal  then  be  increased,  let  moderation,  wisdom,  and  a 
spirit  of  sincere  devotion  to  a  higher  standard  of  benevolence  and 
usefulness  be  encouraged  among  us,  and  we  feel  assured  that 
brighter  honors  await  our  labors. 

“  Hoping  that  our  future  meetings  will  prove  equally  agreeable 
and  interesting  with  those  which  have  passed,  and  soliciting  your 
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cordial  co-operation  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  you  have 
assigned  me,  I  thank  you  for  this  signal  mark  of  your  approba¬ 
tion  and  kindness.” 

Dr.  Ehler  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to  the  late  officers 
of  the  Society,  for  the  gentlemanly  and  efficient  manner  in  which 
they  have  fulfilled  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Zulick,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  again 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  11  o’clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  last  Wed¬ 
nesday  in  May,  1851. 

Attest, 


H.  S.  Patterson,  M.  D., 
G.  B.  Kerfoot,  M.  D., 


Secretaries. 


APPENDIX. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  RECENT  PREVALENCE  OF 

SMALL  POX. 


BY 

PROFESSOR  JACKSON. 


Doctor  Ivittoe  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  at  the 
last  session  of  the  Society,  is  not  in  attendance  at  the  present  session. 
No  communication  has  been  received  from  him. 

It  has  been  ascertained  since  the  opening  of  the  session,  that 
Dr.  Kittoe,  from  ill  health  went  abroad  during  the  last  summer, 
and  since  his  return  home,  has  been  engaged  in  arrangements  for 
retiring  from  the  profession.  From  these  circumstances,  he  has, 
doubtless,  been  prevented  from  attending  to  the  duties  of  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

Two  communications  only  have  been  forwarded  on  the  subject 
of  Small  Pox :  they  have  been  placed  in  my  hands,  as  the  only 
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member  of  the  committee  present.  These  communications,  with 
some  facts  collected  by  myself,  constitute  the  materials  for  this 
report.  They  are  meagre,  but  furnish  some  grounds  for  partial 
conclusions  or  suggestions,  that  may  not  be  devoid  of  interest,  and 
may  be  extended  at  another  time. 

The  two  communications  received  are  from  Berks  and  Chester 
counties.  The  first  is  from  Dr.  John  P.  Heister,  one  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  committee,  dated  April  15,  1850. 

It  would  appear  from  the  statement  of  Dr.  Heister,  that  Small 
Pox  has  not  existed,  as  an  epidemic,  in  Berks  County  for  the  last 
fifteen  months,  though  varicella  has  been  somewhat  rife. 

Varioloid  existed  in  only  two  localities,  in  Reading  and  in 
Maiden-creek  Township,  in  which  last  variola  also  occurred. 

Two  families  only  were  the  subjects  of  the  disease.  In  both 
instances  the  disease  was  contracted  in  Pottsville.  The  cases  in 
the  Reading  family  were  varioloid.  The  individuals  attacked, 
aged  respectively  20,  18  and  4  years,  had  been  vaccinated 
in  infancy.  The  other  members  where  re-vaccinated  and  escaped. 
A  child  was  born  in  the  house  during  the  prevalence  of  the  disease, 
but  being  immediately  vaccinated  escaped  the  infection. 

Four  cases  occurred  in  the  family,  in  Maiden-creek  Township. 
The  father  took  the  disease  in  Pottsville.  It  was  uncertain  whe¬ 
ther  he  had  been  vaccinated  or  not :  and  it  is  not  stated  whether 
the  case  was  one  of  varioloid  or  variola.  It  is  presumed  it  was 
the  first. 

Three  others  who  had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy,  the  mother 
and  two  children,  had  mild  varioloid ;  but  an  infant  of  eleven 
months,  unprotected  by  vaccination,  died  of  confluent  small  pox. 

The  communication  from  Chester  County,  is  from  Dr.  C.  W. 
Parish,  and  is  the  general  result  of  the  investigation  made  by  a 
committee,  appointed  by  the  Chester  County  Medical  Society,  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  State  Society  passed  at  its  last 
session.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  other  County  Society  acted 
on  that  resolution.  Had  it  been  complied  with,  information  would 
have  been  procured  as  to  the  extent  of  the  epidemic  in  the  State, 
the  relation  existing  between  variola  and  varioloid,  the  degree  of 
the  protecting  and  modifying  character  of  vaccine,  and  more 
light,  probably,  be  thrown  on  the  epidemic  laws  of  small  pox. 
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The  investigation  of  the  Chester  County  Medical  Society  was 
restricted  to  the  years  1848*49. 

The  results  ascertained  were,  that  there  had  occurred  up  to  the 
time  of  the  report,  not  dated,  13  cases  of  small  pox,  and  17  of 
varioloid. 

Of  the  13  cases  of  variola,  6  were  in  the  unprotected,  6  in 
those  who  had  been  vaccinated,  and  1  in  a  man  50  years  of  age, 
who  had  been  innoculated  in  early  life,  who  subsequently  had  small 
pox  nine  years  afterwards,  and  in  this  third  attack,  had  it  in  the 
confluent  form. 

The  other  cases  were  distinct,  and  with  one  exception,  mild — 
no  deaths  are  reported. 

Vaccination  had  been  performed  in  8  of  the  17  cases  of  vario¬ 
loid  in  early  life.  Information  was  not  obtained  on  this  point  in 
the  remaining  9. 

Vaccination  was  successful  in  preserving  the  unprotected,  from 
either  form  of  the  disease,  in  the  families  in  which  it  made  its 
appearance. 

It  appears  from  the  bills  of  mortality  of  this  and  other  cities, 
that  small  pox  prevails  epidemically  at  certain  periods.  The 
epidemic  character  continues  on  an  average  for  two  years,  with 
intervals  of  from  three  to  six  years. 

The  last  epidemic  of  small  pox  in  the  City  and  County  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  were  the  years  1845  and  1846,  an  increase  occurred  in 
184S,  1849,  but  the  disease  did  not  assume  a  decided  epidemic 
character. 

The  following  table  of  deaths  from  small  pox  in  Philadelphia, 
New  York,  and  Baltimore,  exhibits  the  character  of  this  disease. 


YEARS. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

NEW  YORK. 

1804 

0 

169 

1805 

0 

62 

1806 

0 

48 

1807 

32 

29 

1808 

145 

62 

1809 

101 

66 

1810 

33 

4 

1811 

117 

117 

1812 

0 

21 

1813 

0 

6 

1814 

0 

2 

BALTIMORE. 
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YEARS. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

NEW  YORK. 

BALTIMORE. 

1815 

0 

94 

1816 

97 

179 

1817 

52 

14 

1818 

8 

19 

1819 

1 

0 

1820 

0 

0 

1821 

0 

0 

1822 

0 

o3 

1823 

160 

18 

1824 

325 

394 

1825 

6 

40 

1826 

3 

58 

1827 

188 

149 

1828 

107 

93 

1829 

87 

16 

1830 

86 

179 

1831 

18 

224 

1832 

43 

89 

1833 

168 

25 

1834 

212 

233 

1835 

106 

351 

1836 

86 

2 

1 

1837 

81 

52 

1838 

45 

71 

1839 

5 

2 

1840 

63 

9 

1841 

259 

1 

1842 

156 

1 

1843 

36 

0 

1844 

17 

0 

1845 

190 

110 

1846 

251 

115 

1847 

9 

1 

1848 

100 

5 

1849 

152 

•  • 

The  above  table  is  incomplete  for  New  York  and  Baltimore, 
but  the  indication  of  an  epidemic  law  of  periodicity  is  apparent. 
The  interpretation  of  the  law  is  not  so  obvious. 
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Evidences  suggestive  of  such  a  law  appears  in  the  early  bills 
of  mortality  in  London,  as  is  shown  in  the  subjoined  table.  * 

Deaths  of  Small  Pox  in  London. 


YEARS. 

DEATHS. 

YEARS. 

DEATHS. 

1629 

72 

1666 

38 

1630 

40 

1667 

1196 

1634 

1354 

1668 

1987 

1636 

127 

1670 

1465 

1649 

1190 

1672 

1116 

1650 

184 

1674 

2507 

1652 

1279 

1679 

1967 

1653 

139 

1681 

2982 

1655 

1294 

1683 

2096 

1659 

1523 

1685 

2496 

1661 

1246 

1687 

1551 

1664 

1233 

In  the  above  table  the  years  of  maximum  numbers  are  given ; 
the  intermediate  years,  when  the  mortality  was  small,  have  been 
omitted. 

In  1740,  innoculation  was  generally  practiced.  The  mortality 
yearly  from  that  period,  varied  from  1000  to  3000  ;  but  at 
periods  of  from  three  to  five  years,  increased  from  over  3000  to 
over  4000. 

The  following  table  shows  the  mortality  from  small  pox  in  all 
England,  for  a  period  of  five  years.f 

YEARS.  DEATHS.  YEARS.  DEATHS. 

1838  16,268  1841  6,368 

1839  9,131  1842  2,715 

1840  10,439 

The  foregoing  statements  appear  to  authorize  the  following 
conclusions. 

1st.  At  periods  of  from  two  to  five  years  apart,  small  pox  pre¬ 
vails  epidemically.  In  the  intervals,  it  is  either  entirely  absent, 
appears  in  scattered  cases,  or  when  introduced,  as  in  Reading  and 
in  Maiden-creek  Township,  is  not  propagated. 

2d.  The  epidemic  tendency  exists  in  one  locality  or  city,  and  is 


’Mortality  of  the  Metropolis,  by  J.  Marshall,  Esq. 
•{•Report  of  the  Registrar  General,  1843. 
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absent  at  the  same  time  in  another  neighborhood  or  city,  though 
a  constant  communication  is  kept  up. 

The  small  pox  was  prevailing  in  Pottsville,  in  Chester  County, 
where  it  still  continues,  and  in  Philadelphia.  The  communication 
between  these  places,  Reading,  and  Berks  Co.,  is  constant,  but 
the  disease  though  introduced  there  did  not  extend. 

Small  Pox  will  prevail  as  an  epidemic  in  New  York,  but  not 
in  Philadelphia,  and  vice  versa.  The  communication  is  incessant 
and  daily,  yet  the  one  city  will  be  free  from  the  disease,  while  it  is 
epidemic  in  the  other. 

3d.  When  small  pox  is  introduced  into  a  family  protected,  as 
generally  occurs,  only  by  vaccination,  all  the  members  of  it 
should  be  immediately  re-vaccinated.  The  reports  from  Berks 
and  Chester  Counties  establish  the  advantage  of  this  practice. 

4th.  Vaccination  is  not  an  absolute  protection  against  small 
pox.  This  fact  cannot  be  questioned.  In  a  certain  number  of 
individuals,  a  portion  will  obtain  a  complete  immunity  from  attacks 
of  small  pox,  after  vaccination ;  another  portion  will  be  affected 
in  varying  degrees  of  severity  with  varioloid  ;  and  a  smaller  num¬ 
ber  will  receive  no  protection,  but  have  genuine  small  pox. 

5th.  The  same  law,  though  less  strongly  marked,  may  be  ob¬ 
served  in  small  pox.  The  portion  of  individuals  who  possess 
immunity  from  second  attacks  after  innoculation  or  natural  small 
pox,  is  much  greater,  unquestionably,  than  the  same  portion  after 
vaccination  or  varioloid.  The  sheep-pock,  the  swine-pock,  and 
other  anomalous  forms,  occurring  during  small  pox  epidemics,  no¬ 
ticed  by  Diemerbrock,  Forestus,  Dehaen  and  other  writers  of  the 
16th  and  17th  centuries,  where  most  probably  modified  forms  of 
small  pox,  occurring  in  constitutions  more  or  less  protected.  The 
nurse’s  small  pox,  as  it  was  formerly  termed,  consisting  of  variolic 
fever  without  eruptions,  or  attended  with  abortive  pustules,  occur¬ 
ring  in  protected  persons  who  were  in  attendance  on  bad  cases  of 
small  pox,  were  of  the  same  character.  The  same  may  be  suspect¬ 
ed  of  chicken  pox,  always  prevailing  during  small  pox  epidemics. 

6th.  A  small  number  of  individuals,  smaller  than  the  same  class 
after  vaccination,  receive  no  protection  from  small  pox,  whether 
innoculated  or  natural.  The  case  reported  from  Chester  County 
is  an  instance.  A  gentleman  well  known  in  this  City,  pitted  with 
small  pox,  had  severe  attacks  of  it,  a  few  years  since,  in  two  sue- 
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cessive  epidemics.  Lamure  mentions  he  saw  a  patient  who  had 
two  attacks  in  the  same  year.  The  second  attack  proved  fatal. 
The  older  writers  anterior  to  innoculation,  give  numerous  instances 
of  second  attacks  of  small  pox ;  amongst  these  are  Amatus  Lusi- 
tanus,  Forestus,  his  own  son,  Diemerbrock,  four  children  in  one 
family,  and  Dehaen.  Lasonne  says  it  was  common  at  Naples  for 
the  same  subject  to  suffer  two  and  three  attacks.  Hoyer  and 
Chrestien  mention  its  occurrence  three  and  four  times  in  the  same 
individuals.  Chrestien  remarks,  that  the  most  confluent  small  pox 
gives  a  less  perfect  guaranty  than  lighter  attacks.  It  shows  a 
greater  disposition  to  the  disease.  Honorat  states,  that  in  the  city 
of  Digne,  twelve  cases  of  second  small  pox  occurred  during  the 
epidemic  of  1828. 

7th.  A  certain  portion  of  every  population  appears  to  possess  this 
innate  susceptibility  to  the  action  of  small  pox  virus,  so  strongly  de¬ 
veloped,  as  to  be  incapable  of  acquiring  a  protection  against  its 
influence.  Another  portion,  on  the  contrary,  is  so  constituted  by 
natui'e,  as  to  be  absolutely  incapable  of  receiving  the  virus  or  of  ex¬ 
periencing  its  influence.  They  possess  a  natural  immunity  from 
the  disease.  Examples  are  numerous.  Instances  are  met  with  by 
most  practitioners.  The  reporter  saw  a  man  at  the  small  pox 
hospital,  engaged  in  laying  out  and  burying  the  dead  who  had 
never  had  an  attack  of  the  disease.  He  had  been  frequently  in- 
noculated  and  vaccinated,  but  always  unsuccessfully.  Y an  Sweiten 
speaks  of  a  physician  70  years  of  age  who  had  practiced  through 
numerous  epidemics  of  the  disease,  but  had  never  taken  it. 
Diemerbrock  states,  that  immunity  from  small  pox  was  a  privilege 
of  his  family.  It  was  possessed,  he  asserts,  by  his  grandfather, 
grandmother,  his  father,  and  himself.  It  would  be  tedious  to 
enumerate  the  evidences  of  this  proposition. 

8th.  Between  these  two  opposite  conditions  of  the  human  consti¬ 
tutions,  the  one  endowed  with  a  natural  immunity  against  small  pox 
virus,  and  the  other  possessed  of  so  much  exposedness  to  its  influ¬ 
ence  as  never  to  be  shielded  against  its  action,  there  must  exist 
every  shade  and  degree  of  susceptibility. 

This  hypothesis  explains  the  apparent  inconsistency  observed 
respecting  the  protective  powers  of  vaccination.  This  irregularity, 
for  a  time,  tended  to  shake  the  confidence  of  many  practitioners 
in  the  efficiency  of  the  practice  and  the  propriety  of  continuing  it. 

In  this  view,  all  those  individuals  who  have  but  a  moderate  de~ 
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gree  of  liability  to  small  pox,  whose  systems  do  not  present  a  soil 
appropriate  to  its  production,  or  a  larger  amount  of  variolic 
plasma  than  would  be  consumed  by  a  light  affection,  are 
completely  guarded  against  the  activity  of  small  pox  virus,  by 
vaccination,  by  a  slight  attack  of  varioloid,  and  still  more  effec¬ 
tually,  by  innoculation,  and  an  attack  of  small  pox. 

Others  in  whom  the  susceptibility  is  greater,  who  present  a 
more  genial  condition  for  its  evolution,  or  a  larger  stock  of  organic 
material  for  conversion  into  variolic  virus,  than  will  be  consumed 
by  a  moderate  transforming  process,  will  not  receive  protection 
from  vaccination,  and  when  subsequently  exposed  to  the  action  of 
variolic  virus,  such  persons,  according  to  the  degree  of  their 
liability,  may  have  varioloid  more  or  less  severe,  or  some  anomalous 
modification  of  variolic  fever  and  eruption. 

Others,  again,  more  highly  endowed  with  those  qualities  that 
produce  liability  to  the  action  of  small  pox  virus,  will  not  receive 
protection  from  vaccine,  varioloid,  or  even  from  innoculation  or 
natural  small  pox  itself. 

Groups  of  cases  occurring  in  the  same  family,  observed  by  the 
writer,  elucidate  this  position.  In  the  epidemic  of  1834,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  group  occurred  in  a  boarding-house  in  Sansom  Street.  A 
medical  student  who  was  unprotected,  was  attacked  with  small 
pox,  two  others  who  were  protected  had  varioloid,  another,  also 
protected,  was  confined  three  or  four  days  with  fever,  pains  in  the 
head,  back  and  limbs,  and  a  fifth,  presented  the  symptoms  of  varicella. 

In  the  epidemic  of  1841,  a  gentleman  over  fifty  years  of  age, 
who  had  been  innoculated  in  early  life,  visited  a  relative  just  re¬ 
covering  from  small  pox.  About  eight  days  afterwards  he  had 
severe  pains  in  the  back,  head,  limbs,  with  fever,  and  on  the 
third  day  an  eruption  of  some  thirty  or  forty  pustules  took  place 
on  the  face  and  body,  which  scabbed  on  the  fifth  or  sixth  day.  The 
other  members  of  the  family  had  all  been  vaccinated.  In  a  few 
days  subsequent,  his  wife  had  an  attack  of  the  symptoms  of  vario¬ 
lic  fever  which  confined  her  for  three  days,  without  eruption. 
The  sister,  and  daughter  aged  ten  years,  had  varioloid,  and  the 
youngest  child,  a  lad  five  years  of  age,  had  a  sharp  attack  of 
eruptive  fever  with  a  strong  convulsion,  but  only  two  or  three 
anomalous  large  and  broad  pustules  made  their  appearance. 
Similar  occurrences  are  met  with  in  almost  every  epidemic  of 
small  pox,  and  are  inexplicable  except  by  the  above  proportion. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

Title  of  the  Society. 

The  name  and  title  of  this  Society  shall  be  “  The  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.” 

ARTICLE  II. 

Objects  of  the  Society. 

The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  advancement  of  medical 
knowledge ;  the  elevation  of  professional  character ;  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  interests  of  its  members  ;  the  extension  of  the  bounds 
of  medical  science,  and  the  promotion  of  all  measures  adapted  to 
the  relief  of  suffering,  and  to  improve  the  health  and  protect  the 
lives  of  the  community. 

ARTICLE  III. 

Members  of  the  Society. 

Sect.  1.  The  Societv  shall  consist  of  Delegates  and  Associates. 

Sect.  2.  The  Delegates  shall  receive  their  appointments  from 
the  County  Societies,  and  to  them  shall  be  entrusted  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  business  and  affairs  of  the  Society. 

Sect.  3.  Every  Delegate,  before  admission  to  a  seat  in  the  So¬ 
ciety,  shall  produce  a  certificate  of  delegation  signed  by  the  pre¬ 
sident  or  secretary  of  his  County  Society,  shall  sign  the  constitution 
and  pay  the  assessment. 

Sect.  4.  Every  Delegate  shall  hold  his  appointment  for  one 
year,  or  until  another  is  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

Sect.  5.  Every  member  of  a  County  Society  shall  be  an  Asso¬ 
ciate  of  the  State  Society,  so  long  as  he  conforms  to  its  regula¬ 
tions. 
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ARTICLE  IV. 

Of  the  Officers. 

Sect.  1.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  four 
Vice  Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  two  Recording  Sec¬ 
retaries,  a  Treasurer  and  five  Censors  for  each  of  the  six  censo¬ 
rial  districts. 

Sect.  2.  Each  officer  shall  be  elected  by  vote,  on  a  general 
ticket,  and  shall  serve  for  one  year,  or  until  another  is  elected  to 
succeed  him. 

Sect.  3.  None  but  Delegates  shall  be  eligible  to  the  offices  of 
President,  Vice  President,  Secretaries,  or  Treasurer ;  but  Dele¬ 
gates  and  Associates,  (provided  they  have  been  fifteen  years  in 
practice,)  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  Censor. 

ARTICLE  V. 

Duties  of  Officers. 

Sect.  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings,  preserve 
order,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  custom  and  parliamentary 
usage  may  require.  He  shall  not  be  eligible  two  terms  in  suc¬ 
cession. 

Sect.  2.  The  Vice  Presidents,  when  called  upon,  shall  assist 
the  President  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  during  the 
absence  of,  or  at  the  request  of  the  President,  one  of  them  shall 
officiate  in  his  place.  They  shall  not  be  eligible  two  terms  in  suc¬ 
cession. 

Sect.  3.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  cor¬ 
respondence,  and  perform  such  other  duties  as  usually  appertain 
to  that  office. 

Sect.  4.  The  Recording  Secretaries  shall  keep  correct  minutes 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  and  when  approved,  shall  fairly 
transcribe  the  same  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose.  They 
shall  have  charge  of  all  papers  belonging  to  the  Society,  other 
than  those  appertaining  to  the  Treasurer  and  Corresponding  Sec¬ 
retary;  and  shall  give  due  notice  of  the  Annual  Meetings. 

Sect.  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  belonging  to 
the  Society,  and  disburse  them  as  directed,  preserving  vouchers 
for  the  same.  He  shall  annually  present  a  statement  of  the  Fi¬ 
nances  of  the  Society,  which  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three  delegates,  to  be  audited.  He  shall  give  security  for  the 
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faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  whenever  the  Council  shall 
judge  it  requisite. 

Sect.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Censors  of  each  district,  to 
examine  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  County  Societies ;  and 
if  they  find  nothing  in  the  said  laws  and  regulations,  contrary  to 
the  letter  or  spirit  of  those  of  the  State  Society,  the  Censors  shall 
endorse  on  them  the  word  “  approved,”  with  their  signatures  and 
the  date  of  such  approval,  and  transmit  one  copy  to  the  Corres¬ 
ponding  Secretary  of  the  State  Society,  and  another  to  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  County  Society. 

Sect.  7.  It  shall  also  be  their  duty,  in  case  of  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  a  County  Society  by  a  member  who  may  conceive 
himself  aggrieved  thereby,  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  case, 
and  give  their  decision,  which  shall  be  final.  They  shall  report 
their  decisions  through  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  annually. 

Sect.  8.  Three  Censors  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and  be  com¬ 
petent  to  transact  business. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

Of  the  County  Societies. 

Sect.  1.  The  members  of  the  profession  in  any  county  of  this 
State,  who  desire  so  to  do,  may  form  themselves  into  a  County 
Society ;  Provided,  that  public  notice  of  the  proposed  meeting 
for  the  purpose,  be  given,  and  that  all  the  regular  members  of  the 
profession  in  the  county  be  invited  to  join  therein ;  and  said  So¬ 
ciety  may  adopt  rules  for  their  government,  provided  the  same  do 
not  contravene  those  of  the  State  Society ;  may  elect  officers, 
and  do  such  other  matters  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
objects  of  their  association. 

Sect.  2.  No  one  shall  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  a  County 
Society,  unless  he  is  either  a  graduate  in  medicine  of  some  re¬ 
spectable  Medical  School,  or  has  a  license  to  practice,  from  some 
Board  recognised  by  the  State  Society,  or  has  been  a  practitioner 
for  at  least  fifteen  years  ;  and  who,  moreover,  is  in  good  moral 
and  professional  standing  in  the  place  where  he  resides,  and  is  a 
regular  practitioner. 

Sect.  3.  Any  Physician  who  shall  procure  a  patent  for  a  reme¬ 
dy,  or  instrument  of  surgery,  or  who  sells  or  deals  in  patent  re¬ 
medies  or  nostrums,  or  who  shall  enter  into  a  collusive  agreement 
with  an  apothecary  to  receive  pecuniary  compensation  or  patron- 
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age,  for  sending  his  prescriptions  to  said  apothecary,  or  who  pre¬ 
scribes  a  remedy  without  knowing  its  composition,  or  who  shall 
hereafter  give  a  certificate  in  favor  of  a  patent  remedy  or  in¬ 
strument,  shall  be  disqualified  from  becoming  a  member  of  a 
County  Society. 

Sect.  4.  As  soon  as  a  County  Society  is  organized,  the  Secre¬ 
tary  thereof  shall  transmit  to  the  Censors  of  the  district,  two  co¬ 
pies  of  their  rules  and  regulations,  with  the  names  of  the  officers 
and  members ;  and  as  soon  as  one  of  the  said  copies  is  returned 
with  the  approval  of  the  said  Censors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  the 
Society  shall  be  authorized  to  elect  one  delegate  to  the  State  So¬ 
ciety  for  every  five  of  its  members,  and  one  delegate  where  the 
Society  does  not  consist  of  five  members. 

Sect.  5.  Every  County  Society  shall  enforce  the  observance 
by  its  members  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  adopted  by  the  State  Soci¬ 
ety  :  and  they  shall  be  authorized  to  censure  or  expel  any  member 
convicted  of  violating  its  provisions. 

Sect.  6.  Any  member  of  a  County  Society  who  is  censured  or 
expelled,  shall  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  Censors  of  the  district. 

Sect  7.  Any  member  who  is  expelled,  shall  be  debarred  from 
the  rights  of  consultation,  or  the  privileges  of  professional  inter¬ 
course  with  any  member  of  the  State  Society. 

Sect.  8.  The  County  Societies  shall  report  annually  to  the  State 
Society,  a  list  of  their  officers  and  members,  any  new  rules  which 
they  may  adopt,  and  such  other  matters  as  they  may  deem  inter¬ 
esting. 

Sect.  9.  Each  County  Society  shall  have  a  right  to  fix  a  fee  bill 
for  regulating  charges  of  its  members  for  professional  services. 

Sect.  10.  The  County  Societies  shall  hold,  at  least,  two  meet¬ 
ings  in  each  year. 

Sect.  11.  Each  Society  shall  have  full  authority  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  they  may  deem  most  efficient  for  mutual  improve¬ 
ment,  for  exciting  a  spirit  of  emulation,  for  facilitating  the  dis¬ 
semination  of  useful  information,  for  promoting  friendly  inter¬ 
course  among  its  members,  and  for  the  advancement  of  medical 
science. 

Sect.  12.  If  any  County  Medical  Society  shall  neglect  to  per¬ 
form  all  such  acts  as  may  be  required  to  be  done  by  the  laws  of 
the  State  Society,  or  which  may  be  considered  derogatory  to  the 
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honor  of  the  medical  profession,  or  shall  oppose  or  neglect  to 
comply  with  the  laws  of  the  State  Society,  such  County  Society 
shall,  during  such  delinquency,  have  their  privileges  as  a  portion 
of  the  State  Society,  suspended,  and  their  Delegates  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  State  Society. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Meetings  of  the  Society. 

Sect.  1.  The  Society  shall  hold  an  annual  meeting  in  the  month 
of  May  of  each  year. 

Sect.  2.  The  time  and  place  of  meeting  shall  be  determined, 
for  each  succeeding  year,  by  a  vote  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Of  the  Funds. 

Funds  for  defraying  expenses  of  the  Annual  Meetings,  and  cur¬ 
rent  expenses  of  the  Society,  may  be  raised  by  an  assessment  on 
the  County  Societies,  of  not  more  than  two  dollars  for  each  Dele¬ 
gate  to  which  said  Societies  may  be  entitled. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Code  of  Ethics. 

The  Society  adopts,  as  a  part  of  its  regulations,  the  Code  of 
Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

ARTICLE  X.  • 

Of  the  Censorial  Districts. 

Sect.  1.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into  Six  Districts,  as  follows, 
viz : — The  first  shall  comprise  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Dela¬ 
ware,  Chester,  Montgomery,  Bucks,  Lehigh,  Berks,  Schuylkill, 
Lebanon,  Dauphin,  and  Lancaster. 

Sect.  2.  The  second,  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Pike,  Wayne, 
Susquehanna,  Luzerne,  Columbia,  Northumberland,  and  Bradford. 

Sect.  3.  The  third,  of  Lycoming,  Tioga,  Potter,  Centre,  and 
Union. 

Sect.  4.  The  fourth,  of  Mifflin,  Huntingdon,  Perry,  Cumberland, 
Adams,  York,  Franklin,  and  Bedford. 

Sect.  5.  The  fifth,  of  Beaver,  Allegheny,  Washington,  Greene, 
Fayette,  Westmoreland,  Cambria,  Indiana,  Armstrong,  and  Butler. 

Sect.  6.  The  sixth,  of  Mercer,  Venango,  Jefferson,  Crawford, 
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Erie,  Warren,  McKean,  and  Clearfield  ;  and  such  counties  as  have 
been,  or  may  be  formed  of  the  above  counties  in  each  district. 

ARTICLE  XL 

Provisions  for  Amendments. 

Every  pi'oposal  for  altering  or  amending  this  Constitution,  shall 
be  made  in  writing  ;  and  if  such  alteration  or  amendment  receive 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  be  adopted : 
but,  if  objections  be  made,  the  alteration  or  amendment  shall  lie 
over  until  the  next  annual  meeting,  when,  if  it  receive  the  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  the  voters  present,  it  shall  be  adopted. 

BY-LAW  S  . — Of  the  Order  of  Business. 

1.  The  President,  or  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents, 
shall  call  to  order ;  or  in  case  of  the  absence  of  all  these  officers, 
a  chairman  shall  be  appointed  pro  tempore  for  the  purpose. 

2.  The  appointment,  of  a  committee  to  examine  the  credentials 
of  Delegates. 

3.  Report  of  the  above  committee. 

4.  Calling  the  roll. 

5.  Reading  the  minutes. 

o 

6.  Any  business  which  requires  early  consideration  may,  by 
permission,  be  introduced. 

7.  Reports  from  the  County  Societies. 

8.  The  correspondence  shall  be  read  by  the  Corresponding 
Secretary. 

9.  Written  communications  on  Medical  subjects  may  be  read 
and  discussed. 

10.  Oral  communications  may  be  made  and  discussed. 

11.  Resolutions  introducing  new  business. 

12.  The  selection  of  a  place  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

13.  Election  of  officers. 

14.  Unfinished  and  miscellaneous  business. 


ADDRESS. 


It  is  two  years,  this  month,  since  this  Society  was  founded 
in  the  City  of  Lancaster.  For  the  first  time,  a  State  Medical 
Society  assembles,  this  day,  in  Philadelphia,  the  metropolis  of  the 
great  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

To  many,  this  may  appear  as  a  mere  ordinary  affair.  I  look  on 
it  differently.  There  lies  within  it,  in  my  apprehension,  matter  of 
deep  import. 

It  is  the  result,  as  it  is  the  evidence,  of  the  organization  of  the 
medical  profession  of  the  State,  and,  as  I  hope,  of  its  future  gov¬ 
ernment:  and  this  organization  will  prove  to  be,  I  anticipate,  the 
result  and  development  of  a  special  civilization,  polity  and  insti¬ 
tutions,  forming  a  new  phasis  in  the  progression  of  popular 
government,  it  is  the  mission  of  the  United  States’  peoples  to  perfect. 

From  the  remotest  historical  era,  the  people  have  been  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent,  held  in  subjection,  bondage  or  vassalage  to 
governments  and  rulers.  They  never  have  governed,  and  do  not 
to  this  day  govern  themselves.  They  have  never  been  able  to 
divest  themselves  of  the  belief,  that  the  social  and  civil  relations 
of  society  could  be  maintained  without  rulers  invested,  permanent¬ 
ly,  or  for  periods  of  varying  duration,  with  all  the  force  and 
power,  executive  and  legislative,  of  the  State. 

All  experience  has  shown,  that  power  ihus  intrusted  has  been 
usurped,  abused,  turned  to  the  benefit  of  the  few  at  the  expense  of 
the  many,  and  been  the  source  of  corruption.  It  is  to-day  what 
it  has  been  in  time  past,  and  will  be  in  all  time  to  come,  should 
the  long-since  aborted  experiment  be  persisted  in. 

The  radical  ideas  on  which  governments  were  originally 
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founded,  were  those  of  offence  and  defence ;  the  power  to  spoil 
others,  and  protect  against  the  spoiler.  Wars,  battles,  slaughter, 
and  all  the  conceivable  atrocities  that  hell  could  vomit  forth  on 
the  earth,  constituted  the  foreign  relations  of  one  people  to 
another  ;  while  stripes,  dungeons,  slavery,  hanging,  burning,  every 
variety  of  torture,  were,  and  in  part,  continue  to  be,  the  internal 
measures  to  enforce  obedience,  honesty  and  truthfulness  in  the 
subject  and  citizen. 

External  government  rivalled  in  ferocity  the  forest  beasts; 
domestic  rule,  the  control  of  the  menagerie. 

Christianity  promulgated  new  ideas  and  disseminated  new 
principles.  It  proclaimed  to  man  his  self-independence  ;  it  taught 
him  self-government ;  it  inculcated,  as  the  first  and  highest  of  his 
duties,  a  direct  responsibility  to  God,  and  love  to  his  fellow-man, 
whether  friend  or  foe,  the  native  of  his  own  country  or  of  a  foreign 
land. 

TheSe  principles  have  been  professed,  been  mouthed  and 
preached  for  1800  years,  but  have  never  been  incorporated  into 
the  actual  polity  or  made  the  rule  of  action  of  civil  or  social,  and 
it  may  truly  be  added,  of  religious  life.  A  Christian  government, 
and  a  Christian  community,  one  that  is  so  in  truth  and  not  merely 
nominal,  but  guided  by  Christian  principles,  has  yet  to  be  established. 

Nothing  more  impressively  shows  the  irresistible  power  of  cus¬ 
toms  and  habits  of  thought  early  inculcated,  than  that  the  religious 
ideas  and  principles  of  Christianity  should  have  been  kept  prac¬ 
tically  in  abeyance  for  so  long  a  period,  nationally,  in  all  Christen¬ 
dom,  while  the  traditional  principles,  ideas  and  doctrines  of 
governments  and  society,  perpetuated  from  pagan  and  barbarian 
times,  are  the  existing  rule.  Christian  civilization  has  been,  and  is 
a  theory  ;  pagan  and  barbarian  customs  are  the  fact.  Christianity 
is  a  rule  for  the  individual,  not  for  the  citizen,  the  ruler  or  the 
government.  The  people  belong  to  the  State,  are  its  servants. 
They  are  bound  to  it  life,  and  body,  and  soul :  they  are  to  do  its 
biddings  regardless  of  their  own  conscience,  sense  of  justice,  and 
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of  truth.  What  is  the  state,  that  thus  imperiously  annihilates  in¬ 
dividual  man  1  The  few !  who  hold  and  wield  power,  however 
obtained,  and  whatever  its  tenure. 

But  this  absurd  government  formula  of  the  olden  times,  is  be¬ 
coming  somewhat  antiquated.  The  faith  that  was  in  it,  has  been 
sadly  shaken  in  modern  days.  The  idea  and  word  preached  and 
spoken  in  the  ear  for  so  long  a  time,  has,  at  last,  become  a  belief. 
Man  finds  himself  a  reality,  and  not  a  nonentity.  He  is  something 
more  than  a  mollusk,  or  animal  stomach,  for  digesting  a  quantum 
of  eatables;  or  a  machine  to  do  its  sum  of  daily  work,  and  when 
useless,  to  be  cast  into  uttermost  darkness  and  oblivion.  He  has 
awakened  to  the  conviction  that  he  is  co-heir  with  the  greatest 
and  mightiest  in  God’s  heritage,  this  beauteous  earth,  and  entitled 
to  an  equal  share  in  its  capabilities  for  human  improvement  and 
happiness,  according  to  his  capacities  and  his  deservings.  He  has 
acquired  the  consciousness  that  he  has  a  mind  to  think,  capable  of 
and  entitled  to  knowledge  and  cultivation ;  a  soul  to  be  saved,  a 
conscience  to  direct  and  a  will  to  execute ;  that  for  the  use  of  these 
faculties  he  is  responsible  to  God ;  that  a  lie  is  not  less  a  lie,  or  a 
crime  ceases  to  be  a  crime,  because  it  is  perpetrated  by  the  state, 
or  by  its  command. 

When  a  man  has  strong  convictions  he  cannot  be  dumb.  It  is 
a  law  of  our  nature  that  they  must  have  utterance. 

In  Europe  incited  by  our  example,  and  impelled  by  the  earnest 
belief  in  the  religious  truths  of  man’s  responsibility  and  the  inhe¬ 
rent  rights  of  his  humanity,  the  people  have  asked  of  their  rulers 
why,  and  how  am  I,  what  I  am  1  I  am  not  a  nullity ;  I  am  of 
God’s  beings,  like  yourselves.  Why  am  I  degraded,  a  groundling 
crushed  to  the  earth,  steeped  in  poverty,  misery,  and  enslaved  ? 
Restore  unto  me  the  rights  God  bestowed  and  of  which  I  am 
stripped  I  And  how  have  the  people  been  answered  ?  By  slaughter, 
proscription,  renewed  and  augmented  oppression.  The  combined 
power  of  the  imperial  Czar,  of  perjured  emperor  and  kings,  of  relent¬ 
less  nobles  and  of  heartless  capitalists,  have  quelled  in  blood  the 
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awakening  spirit  of  European  freedom.  But  the  end  is  not;  and 
never  in  God’s  destiny  is  it  to  happen  that  justice,  truth  and 
humanity  are  to  be  extinguished  by  brutal  violence  or  savage 
wrong. 

Our  forefathers  made  a  great  advance  in  the  progressive  civili¬ 
zation  of  our  race,  in  the  creation  of  our  popular  institutions.  But 
let  us  not  deceive  ourselves  with  the  belief  that  their  work  was 
perfect.  It  is  not  in  the  order  of  things  that  a  first  essay  ever 
proves  complete.  It  is  the  proper  business  and  interest  of  their 
and  our  successors  to  correct  the  defects  and  irregularities,  and 
to  arrest  the  evils  that  become  apparent,  in  the  advance  of  time, 
in  the  working  of  the  political  machinery  of  our  country. 

Too  much  of  the  old  government  leaven  was  retained  by  them. 
Too  large  a  portion  of  executive  and  legislative  power  was  con¬ 
centrated  in  the  government.  Too  small  a  portion  was  left  with 
the  people. 

Power  with  us  has  generated  its  inevitable  evils  of  abuse  and 
corruption.  Our  state  and  general  governments,  though  they  are 
popular  institutions,  cannot,  in  their  working,  be  said  properly  to 
be  of  the  people,  or  for  the  people.  Our  governments  have  become 
party  governments,  for  party  purposes,  and  for  the  benefit  of  par- 
tizans  directly,  of  the  people,  the  country  and  society,  incidentally. 
We  are  becoming  rapidly  subjected  to  party  despotisms,  and  the 
tyranny  of  party  majorities. 

The  conflicts  of  the  political  classes  for  the  possession  of  power 
and  the  spoils  of  office,  absorb  every  other  consideration.  The 
true  objects  and  duties  for  which  governments  are  instituted,  are 
lost  sight  of,  are  nearly  forgotten,  nay,  are  almost  unknown.  We 
are,  in  our  day,  in  the  midst  of  the  same  factious  strifes  and  con¬ 
tentions  that  proved  fatal  to  the  republics  of  Rome,  of  Greece  and 
of  Italy,  and  uprooted  liberty.  What  is  liberty?  Truth,  justice, 
conscience,  acted,  not  talked  ;  self-love  and  independence,  respect¬ 
ing  self-love  and  independence  in  others.  It  is  a  plant  of  high 
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culture.  It  cannot  flourish  in  degraded  soils,  or  amidst  storms  and 
violence. 

It  is  true,  we  have  not  the  ostracisms,  the  judicial  murders,  the 
assassinations,  the  bloody  battling  of  civil  war,  that  attended  the 
political  strifes  of  the  older  republics.  The  ballot-box  and  frequent 
elections,  so  long  as  they  are  not  corrupted  and  rendered  fraudu¬ 
lent  ;  our  modern  civilization  and  our  religion,  preserve  us  from 
those  barbarities.  The  times  render  them  impossible.  But  the 
proscription  of  the  defeated  party,  is  as  hot  and  fierce,  as  far  as 
it  can  be  carried,  as  of  old. 

The  present  is  full  of  significance.  Amidst  the  profoundest  peace, 
calm  and  prosperity,  ominous  signs  and  sounds,  rush  from  the 
political  world,  convulsed  with  stormy  passions,  and  perilous  con¬ 
tentions  for  selfish  ends. 

The  industrious  and  peaceful  citizen,  disturbed  and  aroused  from 
his  useful  pursuits,  is  alarmed  by  fictitious  dangers,  threatening  to 
overthrow  the  fairest,  and,  what  was  believed  to  be,  the  most  en¬ 
during  fabric  of  human  freedom,  the  world  has  seen. 

What  is  the  source  of  this  danger?  A  desperate  struggle 
amongst  politicians  to  possess  themselves  of  the  delegated  power, 
the  people  have  placed  in  the  hands  of  rulers.  It  is  a  temptation 
that  seduces  into  political  iniquities.  Ambitious,  selfish,  and  un¬ 
scrupulous  men,  plot  the  means  that  may  elevate  them  to  power 
and  enable  them  to  seize  the  spoils,  regardless  of  the  evils  their 
unhallowed  strife  may  shed  upon  their  country.  This  is  the  lesson 
of  the  past.  Let  us  not  be  heedless  of  it,  and  carelessly  risk  our  ruin. 

The  remedy  is  not  difficult.  Diminish  the  executive  and  legisla¬ 
tive  powers  of  government.  Develop  the  present  imperfect  popu¬ 
lar  institutions,  into  a  completed  organic  democracy.  Let  the 
people  retain  and  directly  exercise  the  largest  portion  of  the  legis¬ 
lative  functions  of  society,  leaving  to  government  little  more  than 
police  administration,  and  a  limited  legislative  action,  to  legalize 
general  regulations,  and  to  guarantee  justice. 

This  may  be  accomplished  by  class  government :  governments 
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within  a  government ;  wheels  within  wheels ;  such  is  all  perfect 
machinery.  It  is  with  the  view  to  urge  the  medical  class  to  take 
into  their  own  hands  the  administration  of  their  affairs,  to  organize 
a  medical  government,  that  I  have  been  led  into  the  preceding 
observations.  They  may  appear  out  of  place  on  this  occasion. 
I  have  spoken  the  thoughts  that  arose.  They  are  abstract  princi¬ 
ples  without  intended  allusions  to  any  party  or  persons. 

Many  of  the  medical  profession,  conscious  of  its  anomalous 
position  in  society  embarrassed  and  crippled  in  its  movements ; 
feeling  its  defects  and  knowing  its  importance  to  the  community, 
have  been  anxious  to  obtain  a  system  of  regulation  by  legislative 
interference.  This  is  impossible.  No  legislative  body,  as  now  con¬ 
stituted,  can  comprehend  the  scope  of  the  questions  involved. 
The  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  have  had  this  subject  repeatedly 
under  consideration  during  the  last  ten  years  without  success. 

The  arbitrary  governments  of  Europe  have  regulated  the 
medical  profession,  science  and  schools,  bv  regal  statutes,  under 
medical  councils.  But  they  are  of  a  character  incompatible  with 
the  genius  of  our  institutions  and  the  habits  of  our  people.  It  is 
the  medical  profession  alone  that  can  understand  the  subject  in  all 
its  complex  relations  and  bearings.  They  alone  are  capable  of 
legislating  understandingly  on  it.  But  for  this  purpose  they  must 
be  organized  into  a  system  of  government. 

The  same  principles  apply,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  all  occupa¬ 
tions  and  professions;  to  all  society. 

Society  is  organical :  it  is  an  organism.  Like  all  organisms  it 
is  in  a  state  of  progressive  development.  In  its  present  state  it 
has  barely  burst  through  its  shell.  Society  exists  through  its 
wants.  Its  primary  wants  are  material,  and  easily  satisfied.  The 
higher  its  developments,  the  more  varied,  refined,  intellectual, 
moral  and  spiritual  are  its  wants,  the  more  complex  and  intri¬ 
cate  are  its  arrangements. 

Wants  can  be  satisfied  only  by  functions,  and  functions  require 
organs.  An  elevated  civilization  is  the  highest  point  of  organization. 
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Individuals  are  the  living  atoms,  the  oi'ganic  building  materials 
of  which  society  is  constructed.  Each  possesses  the  common  life 
of  all ;  but  each  is  endowed  with  a  peculiar  vitality  and  consti¬ 
tution  that  fit  him  for  special  purposes.  All  those  who  have  the 
same  occupation,  the  same  business,  profession,  and  a  common 
interest,  a  special  knowledge  and  aptitude  for  particular  ends, 
form  a  class.  Every  class  is  an  organ  appropriate  to  particular 
uses.  It  performs  a  function  in  the  economy  of  society. 

Disunited  particles  can  never  form  an  organ,  or  execute  a  func¬ 
tion.  They  must  be  brought  into  union  and  adaptation  to  acquire 
form,  to  become  an  organ.  This  result  is  the  effect  of  the  organic 
law,  that  like  assimilates  to  like,  that  matter  the  same  nature, 
propensities  and  attributes,  always  assumes  the  same  organiza¬ 
tion,  the  same  forms,  and  manifests  the  same  actions  and  offices. 
Each  separate  particle  has  all  the  properties  of  the  whole,  but  its 
single  performance  is  so  insignificant  as  to  be  useless.  It  is  from 
aggregation  of  myriads  of  separate  particles,  that  result  force, 
energy,  and  effective  action. 

The  same  law  is  equally  applicable  to  the  classes  of  society. 
Without  association,  individuals  acting  without  co-operation  and 
mutual  understanding,  resemble  the  embryo  formation,  before  it 
has  assumed  the  developed  arrangement  of  the  perfected  organs 
for  mature  life.  They  cannot  carry  on,  in  the  best  way,  the  func¬ 
tions  of  society.  There  is  an  abortive  arrest  in  society,  from  its 
defective  organization.  It  cannot  expand  into  the  development 
of  the  highest  civilization. 

The  association,  organization,  and  self-government  of  the  va¬ 
rious  numerous  classes  of  society,  is  the  stage  of  development  in 
advancing  civilization,  reached  in  the  present  epoch.  It  is  the 
work  and  discovery  of  this  age.  It  combines  masses  in  a  com¬ 
mon  object,  yet  leaves  freedom  and  independence  of  individual 
action.  Law  is  the  order  of  nature.  It  is  the  instrument  of  God 
in  the  government  of  the  universe.  Society  cannot  exist  without 
it ;  civilization  is  based  on  it.  The  endless  intercourses,  the  tan- 
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gled  interests,  the  numerous  sources  of  differences  existing  among 
men,  need  principles  and  rules  by  which  they  may  be  regulated, 
reconciled,  and  brought  to  work  in  harmony.  These  can  only 
be  framed  by  the  expert,  those  whom  they  concern,  who  are  di¬ 
rectly  interested  in  them  ;  by  those  who  know ;  certainly,  not  by 
the  inexpert,  those  who  do  not  know.  Each  class  is  the  best  and 
only  safe  regulator  and  legislator  of  its  own  interests,  of  the  con¬ 
duct  and  actions  of  its  members,  of  the  improvement  of  them¬ 
selves,  of  the  art  and  the  science  they  are  occupied  with. 

Legislative  bodies  degenerate,  as  they  always  will  when  con¬ 
stituted  as  at  present,  into  political  bodies  ;  are  composed,  as  to 
the  majority,  of  the  inexpert,  the  unpractised  of  all  classes.  Hence 
the  general  opinion  now  prevailing,  that  legislation  has  become 
loose,  unsafe,  bungling,  unsound  and  unscrupulous. 

The  medical  profession  must  always  form  an  important  class, 
an  indispensable  organ  in  every  stage  of  society.  Life  is  a  chain, 
of  which  suffering,  disease,  and  death  are  indissoluble  links.  The 
radical  phenomena  of  life  may  be  expressed  as  a  birth  and  a 
death,  construction  and  destruction,  formation  and  decomposition. 
All  that  is  permanent  in  life  is  organic  force  and  organic  form. 
The  organic  matter  is  in  constant  change.  In  each  act  of  life  it 
is  destroyed,  resolved  into  its  chemical  elements,  and  eliminated 
from  the  economy ;  while  new  plastic  matter  introduced  from  the 
exterior  renews  the  supply. 

These  radical  phenomena  can  exist  only  under  certain  condi¬ 
tions.  Those  conditions  are  maintained  by  the  various  functions 
or  offices  of  the  economy.  As  long  as  those  conditions  are  in  per¬ 
fect  keeping,  and  the  organs  and  functions  are  normally  balanced, 
there  must  exist  health.  There  can  be  no  disease  that  does  not 
take  its  origin  from  some  perturbation,  or  intrusive  disturbing 
cause,  affecting  some  one  or  more  of  the  conditions  of  life-action  ; 
or  the  equilibrium  of  power  in  the  organs.  But  this  fine  adjust¬ 
ment  and  harmonious  play  of  the  complex  and  exceedingly  deli¬ 
cate  machinery  of  life,  is  exposed  to  innumerable  perturbating 
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agencies,  by  which  its  movements  are  disordered,  and  often  de¬ 
stroyed. 

Man  is  the  highest,  as  he  is  the  last  completed,  of  the  works  of 
the  creative  Power  in  this  world.  He  is  constituted  in  his  mate¬ 
rial  structure  of  the  common  chemical  elements  of  the  inorganic 
world,  and  subject  to  all  the  influences  of  their  numerous  affinities. 
They  retain  in  organic  matter  all  their  mutableness,  their  tenden¬ 
cies  to  return  to  their  primitive  chemical  state,  their  disposition  to 
new  combinations,  which,  in  the  end,  resolve  man’s  body  into  the 
earth  from  which  it  sprung. 

The  human  organism,  includes  all  the  classes  of  phenomena, 
actions,  and  laws  that  exist  in  the  world  exterior  to  itself.  It  is 
a  microcosm.  What  Plato  long  since  said  of  it  is  true ;  “  that 
man  was  constructed  on  the  plan  of  the  universe.”  The  human 
organism,  consequently,  from  the  mutual  relations  and  reactions 
thus  established,  is  antagonistic  with  external  nature.  It  is  fur¬ 
ther  endowed  with  the  most  exquisite  susceptibilities  separating  it 
immeasurably  from  all  other  natural  qualities,  objects  and  beings. 
It  is  thus  exposed  to  incessant  collisions,  and  exists  in  constant 
conflict  with  all  the  forces  of  external  nature.  Perfect  and  con¬ 
tinuous  health  is  an  impossibility.  The  struggle  of  man’s  life  may 
be  protracted,  but  a  time  must  arrive,  when  it  will  succumb  in  the 
unequal  contest.  Nature  is  the  Victor  and  man  must  die. 

There  is  a  large  amount  of  avoidable  suffering,  of  avoidable 
diseases  and  avoidable  deaths.  The  existence  of  these  proceeds 
from  ignorance  of  the  nature  and  causes  of  disease,  the  utter  ne¬ 
glect,  even  among  the  best  informed,  of  the  means  of  securing 
salubrity,  of  preserving  health,  and  of  the  very  imperfect  acquain¬ 
tance  possessed  of  the  laws  of  life. 

The  study,  investigation  and  elucidation  of  the  above  matters, 
must  always  form  an  extensive  and  important  department  of 
knowledge.  No  other  embraces  so  wide  a  range,  demands  more 
profound  research,  varied  information,  and  acute  mental  appli- 
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ance.  It  is  a  special  and  exclusive  department.  It  must  be  in  the 
hands  of  an  exclusive  class  or  profession. 

The  medical  profession  in  this  country  occupies  a  false  position. 
Its  members  are  not  distinguished  from  Doctors.  This  title  may 
be  assumed  by  any  one  who  chooses  to  put  up  his  Doctor’s  sign 
on  his  window.  lie  inducts  himself  into  the  medical  profession. 
In  the  estimation  of  the  vulgar  of  all  degrees,  if  he  claims  to  be 
the  possessor  of  a  specific,  he  may  rival  in  popularity  the  most 
learned  and  experienced. 

The  profession  must  be  separated  from  this  motley  group  called 
Doctors,  embracing  every  variety  of  empirics,  humbugs,  and  im¬ 
postors,  with  which  it  is  confounded  in  the  class  of  doctors. 

The  profession  will  have  accomplished  this  important  change 
when  it  shall  have  circumscribed  itself  in  the  boundaries  of  the 
organization  that  is  in  progress,  and  have  completed  all  its  de¬ 
tails. 

The  plan  of  organization  and  government  that  has  been  adopt¬ 
ed,  is  copied  from  our  political  institutions.  It  consists  of  county 
medical  societies,  including  all  the  local  members  of  the  profes¬ 
sion,  and  charged  with  all  local  medical,  and  professional  ques¬ 
tions  ;  and  of  state  medical  societies,  consisting  of  delegates  from 
the  county  societies,  meeting  annually,  for  the  discussion  of  all 
matters  pertaining  to  the  medical  interests  of  the  state. 

A  medical  congress  designated  the  American  Medical  Associa¬ 
tion ,  meets  annually.  It  is  composed  of  delegates  elected  by  state 
and  county  medical,  and  other  medical  societies,  and  by  medical 
schools.  It  is  the  representative  body  of  the  medical  profession  of 
the  Union.  Affairs  of  most  general  and  weighty  importance,  em¬ 
bracing  the  medical  concerns  of  the  whole  Union,  are  the  subjects 
for  its  discussion.  Its  action  is  not  limited  to  these.  All  medical 
questions  are  brought  under  investigation.  The  mode  of  its  pro¬ 
ceeding  is  adapted  to  practical  results.  Debates  and  arguments 
are  not  admitted.  Experience  has  shown  that,  truths  are  neither 
tested  nor  determined  by  these  processes,  while  time  is  most  wil- 


51 


fully  wasted  and  misspent.  Subjects  are  referred  to  committees 
at  one  session,  and  are  reported  on  at  the  next. 

The  Association  has  held  two  sessions,  1848-49.  Two  volumes 
of  transactions  have  been  published ;  the  last  consisting  of  over  900 
pages.  They  both  contain  papers  of  much  interest  and  value.  A 
large  amount  of  information  is  condensed  and  posted  up  to  the 
latest  dates,  in  the  reports  of  different,  committees*.  They  should 
occupy  a  place  in  our  medical  libraries.  They  will  be  established, 
on  many  subjects,  as  reliable  authorities. 

Before  closing  this  Address,  I  would  wish  to  make  a  few  sug¬ 
gestions  on  some  subjects,  which,  it  appears  to  me,  require  an  early 
attention  on  the  part  of  this  society,  of  the  county  societies,  and  the 
profession  generally. 

Th e  first  is  the  disentanglement  and  separation  of  the  profession 
from  the  numerous  pretenders  that  infest  it.  It  should  stand  fairly 
before  the  public.  The  county  societies,  constituted  of  the  regu¬ 
lar  members  of  the  profession  will  show  to  the  public,  who  are 
acknowledged  as  qualified  by  their  character,  education,  and 
training  for  the  responsible  office  of  a  medical  practitioner. 

The  register  of  the  members  should  be  published  annually  in 
each  county.  The  public  will  then  know  who  are  recognised  as 
physicians  by  the  profession,  as  fitted  for  its  duties,  and  for  whom 
they  are  responsible. 

Every  one  has  a  right  to  select  whom  he  pleases  for  medical 
advice  and  treatment.  But  it  is  due  to  him  that  he  should  be  able 
to  act  with  his  eyes  open,  and  know  what  he  is  doing.  If  he 
chooses  to  incur  the  risk  of  an  empiric  knowingly,  that  is  his  con¬ 
cern,  and  no  others. 

2d.  It  is  desirable  to  keep  the  profession  posted  up  in  what  is 
doing  in  the  present  active  period  of  medical  science.  This  may 
be  done  by  the  county  societies  forming  small  libraries,  limited 
principally  to  a  few  of  the  leading  journals  and  periodicals  of 
Europe  and  this  country.  Circulating  among  the  members  they 


will  through  them  be  kept  advised  of  new  views,  improvements 
and  discoveries  as  they  are  announced. 

3d.  A  great  want  in  medicine,  is  a  large  collection  of  trust¬ 
worthy  facts,  embracing  many  thousand  cases,  and  extended  over 
a  considerable  period  of  time. 

Isolated  cases  prove  nothing — establish  nothing.  They  are  em¬ 
pirical.  Laws  are  required,  and  laws  can  be  discovered  only  from 
accumulated  thousands  of  individual  facts. 

If  the  different  county  societies,  would  draw  up  yearly  reports, 
giving  an  account  of  the  diseases  that  have  occurred,  either  en- 
demically  or  as  epidemics,  or  that  take  place  at  certain  periods  of 
the  year  in  great  numbers,  as  in  winter,  spring,  summer,  and 
autumn,  with  the  attending  circumstances,  as  to  locality,  probable 
causes,  local  or  general,  sexes  and  ages,  the  movements  of  vitality 
and  laws  of  diseases,  could  thus  be  shown  in  some  3,000,000  of 
people  in  this  State,  and  if  adopted  in  other  States,  in  some 
20,000,000. 

Statistics  are  much  wanted  to  obtain  scientific  principles.  We 
have  none  in  this  State.  The  Legislature  has  shown  entire  indif¬ 
ference  on  this  subject.  If  the  county  societies  were  to  take  it  up 
and  press  it,  they  might  possibly  be  listened  to ;  or  some  arrange¬ 
ment  could  probably  be  effected  through  the  county  commissioners, 
for  having  registrations  made  of  the  births  and  deaths  in  each 
county. 

4th.  Medical  education  and  the  initiation  of  new  members  into 
the  profession,  are  subjects  of  deep  importance.  Very  little  change 
has  been  made  in  the  courses  and  term  of  lectures  in  the  schools, 
since  their  first  establishment,  in  our  country.  In  that  time,  med¬ 
icine  has  made  vast  acquisitions  of  materials  and  extended  widely 
its  boundaries.  Most  of  the  collateral  branches  have  been  found 
so  intimately  associated  with  medical  science,  that  they  cannot  be 
separated.  Chemical,  physical,  mechanical  actions,  in  the  living 
body,  become  life-functions,  indispensable  to  life-action.  A  know- 


53 


ledge  of  those  departments  cannot  be  dispensed  with,  for  a  full 
comprehension  of  medicine  as  a  science. 

While  the  science  has  been  thus  developing,  and  has  undergone 
corresponding  modifications,  the  courses  of  scholastic  teaching 
have  remained  stationary. 

Medical  education,  presents  itself  in  two  points  of  view.  The 
first  relates  to  the  preliminary  education  of  the  student,  adapting 
his  mind  by  proper  culture,  for  entering  on  the  pursuit  of  know¬ 
ledge,  at  once  varied,  intricate  and  profound. 

It  is  well  known,  that  many  students  of  medicine,  have  received 
no  more  than  a  common  school  education,  and  are  wholly  deficient 
in  mental  training.  It  cannot  be  expected  they  should  acquire 
more  than  a  thin  skimming  off  the  surface.  Many,  ambitious  of 
reaching  to  the  full  height  of  the  science,  risk  the  breaking  down 
of  mind  and  constitution  in  the  effort.  The  improvement  of  the 
preliminary  education  of  the  student,  must,  of  necessity,  rest  in  the 
hands  of  the  profession.  It  cannot  be  effected  by  the  schools. 
The  members  of  the  profession,  with  whom  students  commence 
their  course  of  study,  should  require  of  them  a  previous  compe¬ 
tent  education. 

I  may  remark  here,  that  I  do  not  place  a  high  value  on  classical 
education,  as  preparatory  to  the  study  of  medicine.  It  could  not 
be  omitted  in  former  times,  when  the  language  of  medical 
science  ^vas  classical.  Medical  language  now,  very  properly,  is 
the  language  of  the  people.  The  French  and  German  languages 
are  far  more  valuable  to  the  physician  and  student,  than  Latin  and 
Greek.  Chemistry,  physics,  natural  history  and  mechanics,  are 
branches  which,  from  their  intimate  union  with  medicine,  the 
modern  student  cannot  neglect;  while  mathematics  and  geometry, 
by  disciplining  the  mind  in  the  processes  of  investigation, 
and  the  determination  of  exact  truths,  impart  facilities  in  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge  however  abstruse. 

Scholastic  medical  education,  must  depend,  in  a  great  measure, 
on  the  enforcing  of  a  preliminary  education  of  the  students,  by 
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their  preceptors.  The  great  difficulty  that  embarrasses  all  the 
schools,  in  the  attempt  to  enlarge  and  to  elevate  their  courses, 
arises  from  the  defective  preparation  of  the  students.  The  same 
obstacle  stands  in  the  way  of  raising  the  standard  of  examinations, 
and  of  making  the  diploma  express  a  truth,  which  it  no  longer 
does,  in  testifying  to  the  full  competence  of  the  recipient. 

We  claim  for  our  science,  and  justly,  an  elevated  rank,  if  not 
the  highest,  from  the  wide  range  of  knowledge  it  embraces,  the 
high  order,  and  the  endless  number  of  its  phenomena;  the  depth 
of  research  required  to  understand  their  true  nature,  the  reach  of 
intellectual  power  to  master  the  immensity  of  these  details,  and  to 
reduce  them  into  classes  according  to  established  laws. 

But  how  is  this  claim  sustained  before  the  public'?  Must  it  not 
happen  to  numbers,  that  their  relatives  and  neighbors,  youths  of 
slender  attainments  and  limited  abilities,  in  three  years  of  study, 
and  eight  months  attendance  on  lectures,  return  home  with  diplo¬ 
mas,  crowned  with  all  the  honors  of  the  doctorate,  and  entitled  to 
enter  the  arena  of  medical  practice. 

Either  our  pretensions  are  fallacious,  or  our  duties  to  the  com¬ 
munity  are  not  fulfilled  as  they  ought  to  be. 

It  cannot  be  a  subject  of  censure,  that  the  public  do  not  always 
acknowledge  the  wide  distinction  between  physicians  and  empirics. 
Medicine  must  first  be  made  apparent  to  them,  as  a  science ;  they 
must  see  it  as  a  philosophy,  as  well  as  a  finished  art.  While  it  is 
presented  to  them  as  an  art,  while  they  know  it  only  as  ^ch,  they 
cannot  be  convinced  the  difference  is  very  great  between  the 
regular  and  irregular  artist. 

There  is  law  and  there  is  philosophy  in  medicine,  as  much  as  in 
astronomy,  as  well  as  perfected  art.  In  looking  through  the 
long  series  of  medical  authorities,  as  far  back  as  to  Aretmus, 
Celsus,  Paulus  yEgineta,  Galen  and  Hippocrates,  extending  over 
two  thousand  years,  we  recognise  in  every  period,  in  the  descrip¬ 
tions,  histories  and  treatment  of  diseases,  the  very  same  facts,  the 
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identical  affections  we  meet  with  in  the  present  day,  occurring 
under  similar  circumstances. 

These,  then,  are  the  evidences  of  positive  laws,  as  determinate 
as  those  that  govern  the  seasons,  the  tides,  the  movements  of  the 
planets.  There  is  no  chance,  there  are  no  accidents  in  medicine. 
Every  phenomena  of  life-action  and  movement  is  the  result  of 
laws,  though  they  may  not,  as  yet,  be  capable  of  absolute  demon¬ 
stration  and  explanation. 

It  is  possible,  however,  that  they  may  be  so  completed  and  es¬ 
tablished,  that  every  fact  occurring  under  them  may  be  calculated 
and  predicated,  as  are  those  of  the  positive  sciences. 

Medicine  is  then  a  system  of  laws,  of  sciences,  and  a  philosophy. 
When  it  has  been  developed  into  this  its  highest  elevation,  it  will 
have  accomplished  its  important  mission  in  this  world,  correspond¬ 
ing  to  a  civilization  far  different  from  the  present.  This  is  the 
great  work  charged  on  the  medical  profession.  It  is  now  being 
organized;  its  scattered  elements  of  power  are  concentrating. 
Combined  exertion,  and  united  effort  must  hasten  its  progress.  In 
this  work,  we  all  have  our  allotted  though  small  task  to  perform. 
Let  the  word  be  forward,  and  each  to  do  his  duty. 
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